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Calling all you Holy Infant Leprechauns to the
Annual St. Patrick's Day Parish Celebration
By Carol Laupp
Soon it will be that time of year
again when the month of March
becomes “Green” that is “IRISH
GREEN”. Our Holy Infant parish
will be gathering family, friends
and parishioners to take part in the
annual St. Patrick's Day Celebration on Sunday, March 10 from
1:00 pm -7:00 pm. The celebration will be held in the school's
upper and lower levels as well as
the lower parking lot outside the
gymnasium. There will be plenty
of games, entertainment, homemade corned beef or ham and cab- photo by Don Dinkelkamp
bage dinners, cold beverages and
Celebration pictures from previous St. Patrick’s Day events.
fellowship.
Continuing an over 50 year tradition, Sr. Rosario
These fabulous dinners will be served at the
will again be teaching our very talented 5th through
Delaney's Diner located in the Lower Cafeteria.
8th grade classes the beauty of Irish Dancing. AdThe Upper Cafeteria features the Shamrock Cafe
ditionally the 5th and 6th grade lads (also very talthat serves pizza, sandwiches and snacks as well as
ented) will be singing and performing in the fabudrinks of all kinds. Also in the Upper Cafeteria are
lous McNamara's Band. This enjoyable entertainthe Silent Auction and Basket Raffle. The Silent
ment will be on the main stage in the gym on the
Auction will have its wide variety of sport tickets,
lower level. Sister is so thankful for the help of
gift certificates, reserved parking spot for Easter
many dedicated parents for their multiple talents
Mass, and many more incredible auction items just
from the sewing of the costumes, to the making of
waiting for your bid. And the raffle baskets will
the scenery, and helping with choreography.
once again be piled high with amazing goodies.
Laura Marlo for the past 18 years has been the
There will be something for everyone!
official “Irish Cook” of corned beef or ham and
Game booths will be set up throughout – upcabbage dinners with the help of many dedicated
stairs, downstairs in the gym and outside in the lowvolunteers and several RCIA participants and sponer parking lot. Again this year, there will be a secsors. They begin their corned beef cooking Friday
tion for adults only. Here you can enjoy an afternight, slicing & dicing all day Saturday and are
noon of BINGO or sing along with the live festive
ready to feed hundreds of attendees on Sunday.
(Continued on page 2)
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(St. Patrick’s Day . . . . continued from page 1)

music in the Blarney Stone Pub.
And back by popular demand is
the Super Raffle with a prize of up
to $10,000 and the Tuition Raffle.
Only 250 Super Raffle tickets will
be sold, so get your tickets early.
The chairpersons for this year's
event are Cathy and Matt Hazlip,
who have been attending and volunteering for the past seven years.
Along with their crew of countless
volunteers, they are responsible for
making the biggest fund raising
event of our parish a huge success.
Please consider dedicating your

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Celebration pictures from previous
St. Patrick’s Day events.

Most of all, we need YOU to come and enjoy
this wonderful event! We hope you will join your
fellow parishioners and shake your shillelagh at
this fun filled day. Be sure to wear your “IRISH
GREEN”. Some say our celebration is like a
reunion for graduated students, families and priests
who return to share in the “Irish Blarney”. Watch
the weekly bulletin for more details.

See You March 10!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

St. Patrick’s Day chairpersons for this year are
Cathy and Matt Hazlip.

various talents and time to this event.
Items for the Basket Raffle and Silent
Auction are needed as well as volunteers
to work the game booths. To donate or
volunteer, please contact Cathy Hazlip at
636-394-3144 or e:mail her at
cathyhazlip@charter.net.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Celebration pictures from previous
St. Patrick’s Day events.
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NEW YEAR = NEW OPPORTUNTIES
By Kathie Hanneke

`

Ever wondered WHY we do what we do as Catholics? Deacon Jim Powers
had such an overwhelming response to his last question and answer session on
CATHOLIC PRACTICES AND WHY WE DO IT, that everyone asked him
to have another session. As a result, CATHOLIC PRACTICES, PART II, will
be held on Sunday, February 10 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in Rosario Hall. All are
welcome to attend what promises to be a very lively dialogue. Come, even if you
did not attend the previous session.

YOGA AND PRAYER PROGRAM
Linda Hoffey, past coordinator of the Bible study program, "CRY OF THE HIDDEN HEART" and experienced in Catholic spiritual meditation, will team up with Susanne Rosenthal, an experienced yoga practitioner, to present a YOGA AND PRAYER PROGRAM during Lent. This beginning level yoga class will combine the benefits of the physical postures of yoga, frequently used to alleviate health problems, relieve stress
and improve flexibility, with the spiritual benefits of Catholic meditation, known to help people develop a
closer relationship with God. The class will be held once a week during the six weeks of Lent and is open for
adults of all ages and physical abilities. The program is free. Watch the bulletin or check the parish website,
www.holyinfantballwin.org for the dates and times of what promises to be a very beneficial program.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES
During Lent, there will be opportunities to deepen your relationship with God. Stations of the Cross will
be held weekly during Lent on Mondays at 2:00 pm and Fridays (except Good Friday) at 7:00 pm in the
Church. On Fridays, plan to go to the famous Holy Infant Men's Club Fish Fry in the Upper Cafeteria before
heading to the Stations of the Cross in Church. Other plans for Lent are still in the developing stages, so
check the bulletin in church or on-line listed previously in this article for the latest news on Lenten activities.
Check out Eileen Buehrle's article on the SEDER MEAL elsewhere in this newsletter for a new, fun and
informative family activity that will take place on Palm Sunday, March 24.
Last, but certainly not least, Holy Infant is having a Parish-Wide Services Saturday in early June. Amy
Ratzki is heading the planning committee for this first time, exciting event that will involve families doing
service projects for one day and finishing the day by gathering back together at church for a meal. Stay tuned
for more information on this great event by checking the bulletin or on-line at the parish website.
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Passover. There will be explanations
of the items used, their purpose, readings for the meal and games for the
children which might have been
played at the Seder Meals. There will
be a modest charge for those attending and there will be limited seating.
Notices for the upcoming Seder
Meal will be in the bulletin closer to
March 24. Please keep the date open.
By Eileen Buehrle
Have you ever wondered what
kind of meal Christ shared with his
Apostles at the Last Supper? The
Seder is the joyful family dinner and
worship service which is held in Jewish homes during Passover. Seder
means order. It was at this Seder
meal, the night before He died, that
Jesus instituted the sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist.
Holy Infant will sponsor a Seder
Meal on Palm Sunday, March 24,
2013. Passover is a seven day celebration. After centuries of slavery,
Passover celebrates the passage of the
Israelites into freedom. The night
before they left for the Promise Land
the Israelites had a meal, referred to
as a Seder meal, which was prescribed in detail by God. One of the
requirements was that each family
obtain a lamb, slaughter it and place
some of its blood on the doorposts of
their home. During the night God
would come through the land and
strike the first born of every man and
animal but would “Passover” the
homes of those Israelites who had
placed the lamb’s blood on their
doorposts. This was the tenth plague
mentioned in the book of Exodus.
Parishioners are encouraged to
attend the Seder Meal as a family.
Items used at the Meal will represent
what the meal was like at the first

- Future Story The April Words and
Works will
feature a story about the
Holy Infant Quilters!!
Are you interested in
Quilting?
CALL DOT LINNEMAN,
CHAIRPERSON,
THE HOLY INFANT
QUILTING CLUB

636-391-5743
CLICK HERE

Take action — Pray for America!!
https://www.catholicvote.org/index.php?/site/do
nation/&amount=&tp=c3&prayerforamerica
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Expressions of Christmas around Holy Infant

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(above) The Nativity scene inside Holy Infant Church!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(above) The Live Nativity!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(above) The Ladies Advent Tea!

Submitted photo

(above) Holy Infant Church adorned for Christmas!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(left) Holy Infant Carolers at the Olde Town Ballwin
for Christmas!
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
STRIVES TO HELP FAMILIES . . . . .
When a message is
retrieved from the
St. Vincent de Paul (SVDP) answering machine
for
314-289-6101 X2265, we are pretty sure
that someone within the boundaries of Holy
Infant Church has an emergency need. This
can be something such as food or it might be
that they have received a cut-off notice for their
gas, electric or water or another utility. Perhaps
a utility has already been turned off and they
have no heat for their home and they have a
couple of children. They might be facing
eviction, or are already homeless.
There are many kinds of emergencies that
we must deal with. Maybe a young mother photo by Don Dinkelkamp
needs some formula for her baby or she is Three year old Sam Schuster, son of parishioners Jeff and Rachel
getting ready to use her last diaper. With the Schuster, checks out the hand-carved Nativity by Bob Hoelscher,
economy we are faced with, many of our
Vincentian.
callers have lost their job and have no money
set aside for emergencies. It also happens that some Our ministry is for emergency assistance, not a continual support such as paying their rent monthly. There are other social centers for those situations. We strive to help families in all difficulties and not just enable them to continue
living in a negative situation. There are situations where helping takes some financial planning and we offer this service.
We visit clients in their homes, and let them
see that we are friends and not a business, and
that monies are donated because our parish
members care for them, and again, we are the
messengers. We usually ask where they
learned of the SVDP but do not ask if they are
Catholic. If they are, they probably offer that
information. A rule of the SVDP is that two
Vincentians will make the calls (we have 16
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
Vincentians in our Conference) and we learn
John Rebholz drew the winning tickets while Father Stanger and about their family, employment, income, and
Vincentian wood-carver, Bob Hoelscher observe.
their specific need to determine our course of
action in order to provide the best assistance.
of them are going to be evicted if we don’t give them Vincentians around the world are following in the
some assistance. We are the messengers for the con- footsteps of Frederic Ozanam, who under the patrontributing parishioners of Holy Infant Church.
(Continued on page 7)
By JoAnn Dinkelkamp
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(SVDP . . . . continued from page 6)

age of St. Vincent de Paul this program was established. We tell the clients that we are only able to
succeed in this ministry with the support of the Holy
Infant Catholic Church parishioners. You are our
lifeline to performing this need in Jesus’ Name.
When Bob Hoelscher, fellow parishioner and
Vincentian, came to us with his personally hand
carved Nativity set with the offer to raffle it to the
parishioners, we sold tickets over two weekends in

November, and are pleased to tell you that $1,054 in
tickets were sold. This might help three families
with their utility bills or a couple of families with
rent. Liz DeRum won the Nativity set and Jim
Hudgens the second prize of fifty dollars. An additional $2,500 was received at the 2012 Thanksgiving
Mass. Thank you so much for your continued support.

Summary Expenses FY2011-12

Summary Receipts FY2011-12

(calls)

Individuals
Annual Collection
Fundraisers
Thanksgiving 2011
Giving Tree
Knights of Columbus
Confirmation Group #10
Other Misc.

$65,613
9,016
4,958
4,175
3,151
615
429
296

Rent/Mortgage
97
Electric
95
Gas
37
Other utilities (i.e. Water)
15
Food
111
Auto/Gas/transportation
6
Medical
SVDP Thrift i.e. clothing etc.
Operating Expense

$38,600
24,300
8,400
6,500
6,100
4,500
1,100
2,500
500

TOTAL INCOME

$88,253

TOTAL EXPENSES

$92,500

(SVDP . . . . continued from above)

Please note that our Operating Expenses are primarily postage and account for 0.5% of
total expenses. You may also note that the Holy Infant Sunday Bulletin has a summary
report each week listing our receipts and expenses, how many people and families were
assisted, as well as how they were assisted.
Should you have further questions as to the procedures of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
or if you would be interested in joining us in this ministry of helping those who are less
fortunate by visiting, listening and assisting them, you may talk to one of our Vincentians
or call Walter Batz, the President of our group. Watch the Sunday Bulletin for the time
and place of our meetings on the first and third Tuesdays of the month. Please check in the blue section of
the Holy Infant Guide Book & Directory for an extensive description of this ministry.
We are looking into other fundraising opportunities and they will also be announced in the Sunday Bulletin. If you know someone who is having serious financial difficulties, tell them to call 314-289-6101 and
when they give their home address, they will be directed to the appropriate St. Vincent de Paul Conference.
Thank you for your continued support and your prayers for those in need.
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Top Ten Reasons Many Return
By Pam Miller
With Bob Phillips

to the Catholic Faith

According to Catholicvu.Com “there are approximately 45 million active Catholics in the United States today and another 17 million who are not
practicing their Catholic faith. For a variety of reasons many have fallen away from the Church. Some
have left because of loss
of faith, church laws, indifference, neglect by
priests and nuns, or
changes
within
the
Church. This group of
inactive Catholics represents over one third of the
population.”
http://
catholicvu.com/inactive%
20catholics.htmStatistics

8.

Deep inside we long for a desire to ask God
for forgiveness.

7.

Waking each day, we have grown tired of
feeling angry and feeling resentment toward
ourselves or others.

6.

We have a desire to be healed and freed from
sin and our burdens.

5.

We are looking for a fullness of truth and
grace in our lives.

4.

Our families need to be built on a strong and
secure foundation of faith.

3.

As human beings we long to feel part of a
faith community.

There are many reasons why people leave the 2.
There are so many who are in need – as
faith, for just a while or
Catholics we want to reach out and help
for a very long time.
others.
There are many good reasons, however, why peo1.
Catholics have the sacraments!! And we
ple
return!! The reasons for coming back to the
especially hunger for the Eucharist!!
Church are as varied as the number of people who
left. While God is at the center of each person’s deDo any of these reasons resonate within you?
cision to return, the circumstances vary.
You are always welcome at Holy Infant! Please
Cited at AskACatholic.Com are ten reasons that come to a Sunday or daily Mass soon! Or just call
influenced the decision of many to return to the the rectory to talk with one of our friendly parish
practice of the Catholic faith. Many claim that re- priests.
turning to the church is not an event but rather a proDo you know someone who might be waiting for
cess - a process that can take many years.
your invitation to return? Who will you invite back
And now the “Top Ten reasons” that many return in 2013? Share the good news!
to the Catholic Faith . . . . . .
10.
9.

We are looking for the true meaning in life.
We long to capture those warm feelings that
we had as a child – attending Mass with our
family and feeling a connection of God.

The regular mass schedule and rectory contact
information can be found on the back page of this
newsletter. Welcome home!!
http://www.askacatholic.com/WhatsNew/
myfavorites/TopTenReasonToReturn.cfm
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A look at the upcoming
St. Patrick’s Day
Celebration!
(pictures presented on this page are from the
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 2012.)

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

FUN!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

FOOD!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

FAMILY

photo by Don Dinkelkamp
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Celebrate Mass Wherever You Go!!
By Pam Miller
It’s fun to plan celebrations and activities for the
family!! Believe it or not – Spring Break is just
around the corner and then after Spring Break –
well . . . . summer vacation! Are you planning a
get-a-way? Or, are you out of town for business or in
another city visiting friends and family? Unsure
where or when to celebrate Mass? Here is a website
that will help you include the celebration of Our Lord
in your day and week! This website can locate Mass
times around the world! Enter your travel destination
and view the possibilities. http://masstimes.org

Save the dates for our next
Rummage Rampage:
Friday, June 21—
Sunday, June 23, 2013

A Quick and Easy Option for Dinner
Submitted By Eileen Buehrle
In the mood for a warm and comforting winter recipe?
Fr. Stanger shares a delicious menu option of cranberries and
chicken! We are sure that this will quickly become a favorite
of your families. Serve with select side dishes of pasta, salad
and vegetable!
Cranberry Chicken
6 chicken breasts
1 - 16 oz. whole cranberry sauce
1 pkt. Lipton onion soup mix
1 - 8 oz. bottle Dorothy Lynch Dressing (go to Dierbergs)
Place chicken breasts in a greased baking dish. Salt and pepper chicken breasts.
Mix cranberry sauce, soup mix, and dressing together. Pour over chicken breasts.
Cover dish and bake at 350 for 30 minutes. Uncover and bake an additional 30 minutes.
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St. Wenceslaus Food Pantry
By JoAnn Dinkelkamp
Elmer Williams (facing the camera)
has been with the Holy Infant St. Wenceslaus Food Pantry for 19 years.
The Thanksgiving food collection is
an annual event requiring volunteers to
take the food to St. Wenceslaus the Friday following Thanksgiving. Jim Estes
is a co-coordinator along with Mr.
Williams.
A monthly food collection is held
the second Sunday of each month and,
again, volunteers deliver and stock the
food shelves the next day.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

By Pam Miller

Questions and Answers about the Catholic
Faith all at your Fingertips!

Earlier in this newsletter an invitation was extended to everyone to attend a dialogue session with Deacon Jim Powers where he will address questions about
the Church and the faith. If you are unable to participate in this evening of conversation – don’t despair.
Answers are at your fingertips!!
Have you ever wondered why Catholics believe the
Catholic Church is the one true Church, founded
2,000 years ago by Jesus Christ Himself? Or, how
about this question . . . . “Do Catholics worship
Mary?” Or, what about questions surrounding the
Church and the Papacy, the saints, salvation and the
sacraments? Sometimes our questions can lead to
more questions and few answers.
If you have ever wondered about these questions or
have heard others ask these questions and you’re unsure of the answers yourself – you have come to the
right place!! The Catholics Come Home website has
a wealth of information – answers to these questions

and much, much more.
Visit http://www.catholicscomehome.org/twominute-answers/ and spend some time with the twominute question & answer segment on the Catholics
Come Home website then explore the rest of the site
to perhaps deepen your understanding of the faith that
brings us home – home to the Catholic Church.

Regular Mass
Schedule
Sunday Obligation
Saturday: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,
10:15 a.m. and noon

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. and
8 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.

Holy Infant Church
627 Dennison Drive, Ballwin MO 63021-4898
Rectory: (636) 227-7440 FAX (636) 227-4548
Website: www.holyinfantballwin.org
Pastoral Staff
Father Edward J. Stanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor
Father Timothy L. Bannes . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Father Christopher Dunlap. . . . . . Associate Pastor

Holy Day Masses

Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration
24 hours, 7 days a week.
Enter the chapel through the
main lobby.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Closed for lunch from noon -1 p.m.
Ministry to the Homebound
Please call the rectory if you are ill at home or in the hospital or
nursing facility and would like Communion brought to you. Volunteers also are available to help in other ways.

Holy Infant Parish
627 Dennison Drive
Ballwin, MO 63021-4898

Please check the bulletin or
call the rectory to check
times for Holy Day Masses.
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