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MEMOIRS OF OUR TRIP TO ROME
By Sr. Rosario Delaney
On February 14, St. Valentine’s Day, I had the
wonderful privilege to embark on an important and
exciting pilgrimage to Rome to witness a great
event - the elevation to Cardinal of our dear friend,
Archbishop Timothy Dolan.
Arriving at the airport, I checked in, cleared customs, and made my way to Gate #10. Immediately
the excitement began. The Archbishop’s family,
friends, priests, and people whose lives he had
touched in many different ways were gathered
there, all connected by friendship with this remarkable man. It was the personal interaction with fellow
travelers that provided many of my fondest memories of this special trip.
In Atlanta, we boarded the full plane for the 9hour flight to Rome. During the flight, as I attempted to make my way to the lavatory, I was stopped

submitted photo

Sr. Rosario enjoying time with Cardinal Dolan
and friends.

several times by fellow pilgrims, all anxious to tell
stories about their relationship with the Archbishop.

submitted photo

Sr. Rosario enjoying a pleasant conversation during
her travels.
So many people wanted to tell of their connection to
this very special person. Each had a touching personal story. A priest on the flight stated that he
thought I was hearing confessions!
One woman told how Archbishop Tim had
promised to perform her daughter’s marriage ceremony, but now he was unable to do so because he
was due in Rome three days before the wedding.
Knowing the family’s disappointment, the Archbishop called back and, in his own jocular way, informed them that he called the Pope and told him he
could not come to Rome because he had committed
to a wedding! He did perform the ceremony.
Jackie was also anxious to tell her story. She did
not marry until she was fifty years old. After a
time, Jackie’s husband died. Sometime later, her
(Continued on page 2)
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(Memoir’s . . . continued from page 1)

friend’s wife also died. Jackie contacted the widower and invited him to go
out to eat. After being friends for years
they decided to marry, but they didn’t
set a date. One morning, when visiting
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Archbishop
Tim invited the couple to come in for
breakfast. When the Archbishop’s elevation was announced, the couple
thought it would be nice to go to Rome
to have the Archbishop bless their marriage, but they still weren’t married. So
on the day before the pilgrimage they
asked their parish priest to marry them
right away. Having already procured the marriage
license, they rushed back to Church and the ceremony took place. The next day, they were on their
way to Rome to seek the blessing of the new Cardinal. We all shared in the blessing at a special
luncheon at La Carovana.

An older man reached for my hand, held it
tight, and sobbed. He had lost his wife and missed
her greatly. He had planned to take his whole family to Rome in October of 2009. After talking to
Archbishop Tim, he changed his plans. The family
went in June, while his wife was able to travel, for
the Archbishop’s Pallium Ceremony. The man was
so glad that he had changed his plans and has

many fond memories of his family’s trip together.
A young couple on the flight had no idea who
Archbishop Dolan was but they were so impressed
with what they read when “surfing the net” that
they decided to join the pilgrimage.
One hour and many wonderful
stories later, I returned to my seat. I
was intrigued, fascinated, and
amazed at how Archbishop Tim has
touched the lives of so many people
in so many different ways. It was
overwhelming. The travelers spoke
with such animation and respect for
this Church prelate who is so human,
so caring, so giving of himself, so
deeply rooted in his faith, and uncompromising about the truths of the
Catholic church.
We arrived in Rome early in the
morning, greeted by brilliant sunshine and chilly temperatures. After
an orientation tour of the well known
historical, religious and political
buildings of Ancient Rome, I joined Sr. Bosco and
Sr. Claire at the Palazzo Cardinal Cesi. Later, we
enjoyed some delicious Italian bread and Italian
pastries at a sidewalk
café. There were many, many highlights of the
pilgrimage. I would like to share
these two.
(Continued on page 3)
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Our Pilgrimage to Rome:
It's A Small World - Found Holy Infant in
Italian Church!

On Monday, February 20, we were greeted with
rain. Nevertheless we walked from our hotel
through St. Peter’s Square to the Audience Hall of
Paul VI. There we awaited the arrival of Pope Ben- By Tony and Maureen Catlett with Kathie Hanneke
edict XVI, who would greet the twenty-two new
The pilgrimage to Rome for the elevation of
Cardinals and their guests. The new Cardinals were
Archbishop
Timothy Dolan to Cardinal was an inpermitted to present two or three guests to the
spirational and uplifting religious experience for
Pope. As each Carus. We felt prividinal and his selected
leged to be with Carguests walked up the
dinal Dolan every
steps to greet the
day and enjoyed his
Pope, the pilgrims
humor, wit and
who
accompanied
knowledge of church
him burst into song
history. We were
in their native lantouched by his smile
guage. What a moand closeness to our
ment!
What a
Blessed Mother. We
memory! Emotions
also experienced a
swelled at this outvery pleasant surward sign of our
prise when my husCatholicity - belongband, Tony, discoving not just to the
submitted photo
ered a church which
Church in Ballwin, or
had a very special
Archbishop Timothy Dolan in Rome.
St. Louis, or even the
statue that reminded
United States, but to the universal Church.
him of our parish back home.
On the same day, Cardinal Dolan offered his
This church is called the Basilica of St. Mary of
First Mass as Cardinal for the New York pilgrimthe
Altar of Heaven and was built in the 12th cenage - another highlight for me. The Mass was celetury. It is located on the highest summit of the
brated at the altar over the tomb of the Apostle Paul
Campidoglia and is famous for the wooden statue
at the Papal Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-Walls.
of the Infant Jesus (Santo Bambino). A Franciscan
I had the great honor of serving as lector at the
monk carved this statue in the 15th century out of
Mass. What a special and memorable privilege!
olive wood from the Garden of Gethsemane. Over
In the remaining days of the pilgrimage, I enthe years people covered the statue with valuable
joyed conversations with Cardinal Rigali and Carjewels in gratitude that their prayers to the Santo
dinal Burke. I reminisced with Cardinal Dolan’s
Bambino (Holy Infant) were answered. Most of
extended family about the early days at Holy Infant
these prayers were for missing, sickly and dying
Parish, visited with the Cardinal’s first grade teachchildren. The statue was stolen in 1994 and has
er, Eileen Quinlan Shanahan, and enjoyed the great
not been found. A replica of the statue exists in the
company of Ballwin residents, Tony and Maureen
church today and is housed in its own chapel by the
Catlett. I am also grateful for the wonderful opporsacristy. Because of this lovely statue of the Christ
tunity to spend time with my own family, as six
Child, the church is the center of Christmas devomembers of my family joined me from Ireland for
tion. At Christmas and Epiphany, the church is
the ceremonies.
filled with children who take part in religious activThe trip is now but a fantastic dream, a
ities.
beautiful memory which I will treasure forever. Thank you, Cardinal Dolan!
(Continued on page 5)
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A MESSAGE FROM MARY PANCELLA
With JoAnn Dinkelkamp

For the past 25 years, I have been privileged to serve as Director
of Music and Liturgy at Holy Infant. It has been a great honor to
minister here and have such tremendous support. Holy Infant really is like “a little bit of heaven.” Prior to being here, I taught 15
years in Catholic schools.
I will be stepping down from fulltime Music Ministry at the end
of May. You may still see me, though, playing or directing, but on
a limited basis as the new Music Director may need.
It has been a great joy to celebrate with you countless feast days,
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
weekend Masses, weddings and funerals. I have always believed
that the greatest sound is that of the congregation singing. To that
end I have worked.
Many wonderful people have been in my choirs and instrumental groups over the years. They have very
generously given beauty, vibrancy and musical leadership to our Eucharistic celebrations. The parish at
large has also supported music in several ways, including the purchase of a grand piano, development of the
choir room and installation of the new sound system.
A very hearty “thank you” to all, both parishioners and staff!
My husband, Pete, and I will continue to live right up the block from church and enjoy being parishioners. God has truly blessed us.

TEENS SPEAK! Faith at a Public College
By Elena Arredondo
It has been an adjustment, going from Holy Infant School and Cor Jesu Academy to a public college. I keep thinking that the teacher has forgotten
something when we don’t begin class with a prayer.
But the biggest change is that I now have to take the
initiative to continue growing in my own faith – I’m
not at home with my parents to guide me, or at a
school where Mass, prayer services and religion
class are an integral part of the curriculum. It’s on
me to make sure I know when Mass is at the chapel
on campus and get there on time. I can’t let myself
get so caught up in schoolwork and rehearsals that I
forget to pray.
Thankfully, the Catholic Campus Ministry
(CCM) here at Southeast Missouri State University
has been absolutely wonderful. I found my way
there the first weekend after I moved in and I’ve
been getting involved there ever since, playing piano
and singing at Mass on the weekends and going to
different events. CCM offers daily Mass, Bible studies, Theology of the Body discussions, men’s and

With Eileen Buehrle

women’s groups, plus
parties that are just for
fun. The people I’ve met submitted photo
through these activities
are faith-filled and fun-loving, and they’ve really
been an inspiration to me. They’ve also been some
of my most steadfast friends. Whether I need a hug
or a ride to the local Wal-mart, the people I’ve met
through CCM have always come through for me.
It’s an oft-repeated fact that many young Catholics stop practicing their faith while in college. And
it does require effort to take your faith into your own
hands – to recall those promises that you made at
Confirmation and begin to live them out by yourself
for the first time. But by placing my trust in people
whom I know want to help me grow in my faith, and
trying to get involved in activities that will lead me
closer to God, I’m reminded every day that the effort
is more than worth it. Elena is a freshman studying
vocal performance and music education at Southeast
Missouri State University.
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5th Annual Catholic Men of Christ Conference
“I Have Called You By Name. You Are Mine.”
By Carol Laupp

It was more than a conference, it was the coming
together of men and fathers, sons, brothers, neighbors, co-workers, church laymen, all members in
Christ to focus on men and their faith. One might
call it “Building a Band of Christian Brothers.”
This year's conference emphasized the need for all
men to take the light of Christ into their worlds and
bring that ripple effect of goodness into their homes,
communities and places of work.
The conference was held on February 4, 2012 at
the newly renovated Peabody Opera House in downtown St. Louis. There were twenty-seven members
of Holy Infant Parish who attended the all day conference.
At the beginning of the conference, a tribute was
offered to all of those in attendance for their deceased loved ones, as well as all fallen heroes who
gave the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom.
Honorary speakers included:
Monsignor
Stuart W. Swetland from Emmitsburg, Maryland;
Father Michael Lightner of Milwaukee, WI; Father Joe Kempf from O'Fallon, MO; Deacon
Ralph Poyo from Steubenville, OH and St. Louis'
Zip Rzeppa.
When asked, Jim Schmitt wrote that “The Catholic Men's Conference reinforces me to be a better
Catholic husband and father. Every year the speakers challenge me on my responsibility to be the leader in my family and bring us closer to Christ.”
“It is hard to encapsulate the quality of each
speakers' presentations. They were all powerful stories and perspectives on various aspects of our faith.
They touched on coping with everything from dealing with our daily lives to the need for evangelization in our complex secular world,” explained Bill
Koop.
Gene Bestgen said, “The best part of the Conference was the extraordinary opportunity for participants to receive the sacrament of Reconciliation
among approximately twenty priests. Men have told
me they have never felt better after going to confession.”
The conference concluded with mass celebrated

by The Most Rev. Robert J. Carlson, Archbishop of
St. Louis.
Please pray for the approximate 900 men who
attended the conference. It is hoped that they practice the very practical applications of this conference
to grow deeper in their faith of Christ.
Save the date: February 2, 2013 for the sixth Annual Catholic Men of Christ Conference.
The Winter 2012 issue of Words and Works incorrectly identified one of the gentlemen in this photo.
The correct names are from left-to-right; Tim Steenberge, Mark Willett and Tom Pike.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(Our Pilgrimage . . . . Continued from page 3)

Sr. Rosario, Tony and I were so impressed to find
so far from home, such a beautiful reminder of the
name chosen for our parish. All were amazed at the
coincidence of Tony discovering this beautiful church
and statue while out for a walk. We wondered if there
might be a connection between the Santo Bambino
statue and the naming of our parish, Holy Infant?
Perhaps, someone can do some detective work on the
history of our parish to uncover how our parish received its name. In the meantime, Tony and I will
savor all the wonderful memories we have of our pilgrimage to Rome to see Archbishop Timothy Dolan
become a Cardinal. We gained so much more than
we expected.
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Parish Mission: Are You Running With Me, Jesus?
Was this Mission Accomplished?
By Kathie Hanneke
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Three nights, three gifted speakers,
each one weaving unique threads of
perspectives to enliven our tapestry
of life; did we leave with a clearer understanding of Jesus being with us in
our daily lives? Let us examine each
speaker’s message and see…

Fr. Gary Braun, Director of
Campus Ministry at Washington
University, started the Mission with
the challenge, "Five Good Reasons
NOT to Go to Confession.” The
first reason was “You Did Nothing
Wrong.” He pointed out that our
culture encourages us to blame
everyone else for our transgressions.
Our self-centeredness makes it hard
for us to see our own faults. Fr.
Gary said, “Truth be told, it
(humility) is a sign of strength.”
The most important question we can
ask is, “How am I like that?” Admitting that we are mortal and make
mistakes is countercultural. Confession is not for sissies.
The second reason is “Thinking
your wrong-doings (sins) are just
between you and God.” This is a
fallacy because our sins always affect others. He followed that reason
with the third, “There is NO Value
in Naming the Sins Out Loud.”
Confessing our sins requires humility, which provides the crack in our
walls to let God in. Saying the sins
out loud releases the burden and
promotes healing. Hiding secrets
does something to our brains.
The fourth reason, “We Don’t
Believe that We CAN Be Forgiven” shows the fear we have that the
priest will look down on us. When

we feel guilt the focus is on us,
which draws attention to ourselves
and not to God. Forgiveness is the
key that unlocks the prison of guilt
and bondage of evil, so we can be
set free to live life to the fullest. He
followed this with the fifth and last
reason, “I Don’t Think I CAN
Change.” If one takes the step to
go to confession, it will be the beginning of the world changing for
each of us.
Fr. Gary stated that these five
reasons for not going to confession
can also be reasons for not getting
into any serious relationships. To
help stop recurring patterns of behavior, we need to become more
aware of how our actions impact
others. God can work with anything
we confess to a priest because Jesus
is God “with skin on.” The priest
verbalizes God’s forgiveness.
According to Fr. Gary, Jesus is
running with us, but we often have
our blinders on and fail to see Jesus
through our self-centeredness and
pride. Humility is the key to finding
Jesus running right by our side
through the people around us.
Sister Carla Mae Streeter, O.P., a
professor at Aquinas Institute, spoke
of the interior hunger we have in
our souls. We are so busy that we
fail to see God within us. She challenged everyone to start each morning by sitting on the side of the bed
and reflecting just 10 seconds on the
gift of this new day. Say, “Good
Morning, God!” instead of “God,
it’s morning!” We need to make
time for God. He is calling us to
(Continued on page 7)
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“Come Sit By Me.” Seek God and all the heartaches will come out and be healed. He encourages
us to cry on His shoulder and say all we want. Start
each morning with resetting our compass by pointing it towards God.
Sr. Carla Mae pointed out that all of our courage,
love and strength come from the center of our souls,
God. The most basic form of violence is abuse to
ourselves – rushing from one task to another. Instead, try to do everything slowly and peacefully,
being aware of God’s Presence within us. We will
see then that Jesus is really running with us in every
moment of the day.
“What rubbish has to go?” She challenged the
participants by stating, “Go to God and ask for guidance.” Lent is about fasting, but not just from food,
but also from bad memories, resentments, judgmental attitudes and self-condemnation. By fasting from
all of these things, we will be more open to the Spirit
of God and tighten our bond with God by returning
to the center of our souls. This bond will lead to recovery from hurts and renewal of spirit with our
compass reset towards God. We will experience real
presence of self to God, family and friends.
Deacon Dennis Chitwood, of Sts. Peter and Paul
Parish, wrapped up the Mission on Wednesday by
sharing a challenge Jesus issued to him while he was
reflecting on a rock at a White House retreat, “What
Do YOU Wish?” As he reflected on this question,
he became aware that he was loved by God and is a
child of God. His whole perspective on life changed
because of that question. Deacon Dennis said that
he realized that God lives and moves within us. He
became more open to the Spirit of God leading him.
Years later in a vision, he saw God filled with
mercy and His heart filled with love. This was a
very humbling experience for him. Deacon Chitwood became aware that all suffering in life, whether physical, emotional or spiritual, can be turned into
redemptive suffering. Many souls are released to
heaven because of our redemptive suffering offered
to God.
Deacon Dennis finished by saying he felt that Jesus was asking all of us, “What Do YOU Wish?”
He felt that Jesus was telling us, “The best way is to
serve Me by loving God with your whole being
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and love your neighbor as yourself.”
As one considers the various threads of the three
speakers and how each speaker lead us to humble
ourselves, get rid of the clutter in our lives and to
become aware of God’s love and presence. We can
see that Jesus is really running along side each of us
as we go through our daily lives. We need to stop
embracing the “ME” culture, humble ourselves, slow
down and take time to open our eyes to the loving
God within. The awesome results will be healing
and fullness of love and life!

St. Vincent DePaul Holy
Infant Trivia Night

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Parish Lenten Fish Fry
(left) Ernie
Doorack
serving at
the Holy
Infant Fish
Fry.
photo by Don Dinkelkamp

(Left) Ellie
Soltow
enjoys her
dinner too!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp
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Can You Hear The Quiet?

The Family Circus, a comic strip in our local
said “True silence is the rest of the mind, it is to
newspaper, features a family with four small chilthe spirit what sleep is to the body, nourishment and
dren. In a recent strip, Jeffy, one of the four, was
refreshment.” Mahatma Gandhi, a man of peace and
upset by the noise around him and announced that if
harmony, tells us of the importance of silence, “In
his sister would just stop talking they could all “hear
the attitude of silence the soul finds the path in a
the quiet.” Jeffy knew what he wanted, but he
clearer light”, and Mother Teresa told us “We need
didn’t know how desperately all of us need to “hear
silence to be able to touch souls.”
the quiet.” Our bodies, our minds,
If throughout the ages important
and especially our souls cry out for
people found the time to think
the silence that is so critically need- Mahatma Gandhi, a man of about and to write and speak of the
peace and harmony, tells us necessity for silence, how flimsy
ed but so difficult to find.
How often have we heard a of the importance of
our excuses become! We must find
frazzled mother or a tired father silence, “In the attitude of our own time for our own period of
utter, “If we only could have a little silence the soul finds the silence.
peace and quiet around here!” But
The answer for the Holy Infant
path in a clearer light”, and
in our homes each labor-saving decommunity is right before us. Any
vice, each technology we so proud- Mother Teresa told us “We time, day or night in our Chapel,
ly exhibit, performs its appointed need silence to be able to Jesus welcomes us, beckons us, and
tasks with whistles and whirls, touch souls.”
bids us come to Him. He awaits
bangs and bells. No quiet there!
us, wants us to tell Him our probWhile outside, the roar of traffic,
lems and is ready to restore our tired bodies. He
the world of people, business, government and
wants to renew and refresh our souls, asking only
pleasure produces a never-ending cacophony of
that we listen to His words and tell Him how much
sounds that assault our senses. No quiet there either.
we need and love Him. And when we come to Him,
Since we all agree that periods of silence are critand we are alone with Jesus in the silence of our
ically needed for our bodies and to refresh and refurbeautiful Chapel, then we will have found our way,
bish our relationship with God, where are we to find
a wondrous way, to “Hear the quiet.”
that silence? The poet, Jan Walgrave,
wrote that “the contemporary world represents a conspiracy against the silence
necessary for the interior life.” There it
is, that’s our excuse! It isn’t our fault
that we can’t find time for silence, it’s
“the times” and our technological advancement that keep us too busy for silent time.
But let’s not be so hasty. Through the
years, people of different ages and various countries gave a great deal of time
and thought to silence. In one of his
most popular quotes, the Roman poet,
Horace, begs for it, “With
silence, photo by Don Dinkelkamp
favor me” and he lived 65 years before
Christ. William Penn, the planner and “Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give
builder of the “City of Brotherly Love”
you rest. (Matthew 11:28)
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7 new Stephen Ministers
On Thursday, March 22, 2012 seven
new people were commissioned as Stephen Ministers which brings the total
of active Holy Infant Stephen Ministers
to 31. A public commissioning was
held on Saturday, March 24 at the 4:00
pm Mass.

Our new ministers are Bob Komor,
Monica Vacarro, Gloria Helgeson,
Sandy Neville, Maureen Richter,
Nancy Winkeler, all Holy Infant parishioners, and Ben Verhagen from St.
Joseph's Parish in Manchester. They
are the 7th class to complete their fifty
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
(50) hours of training. Holy Infant has
been a Stephen Ministry Congregation
Front Row: Sandy Neville. Row 2: Ben Verhagen, Maureen Richter, since 2005.
Gloria Helgeson, Monica Vaccaro. Row 3: Nancy Winkeler, Bob
Stephen Ministers are lay volunteers
Komor, Fr. Stanger.
who are selected, trained and supervised by Stephen Ministry Leaders to provide spiritual care, emotional support and life-renewing encouragement to others who are hurting in one way or another. They act as extensions of our Holy Infant clergy offering one-on-one quality Christian care giving. They are trained to provide care through listening, praying, supporting and encouraging their care receivers. When a Stephen Minister is assigned a care receiver, the two
meet one hour each week at a time convenient for both of them. The relationship generally lasts until the care
receiver feels that he or she is strong enough to journey alone.
Stephen Ministers give and receive
peer supervision twice a month, which
is necessary to help them provide quality care and grow as caregivers. They
also attend continuing education classes
to enhance their care giving skills. Confidentiality is the cornerstone of the Stephen Ministry Program, no names or
information is shared at any time.
If you, or someone you know is experiencing a life crisis call Patricia Foley at 636-227-7440
or email her
at pfoley@holyinfantballwin.org.
If
you are interested in becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact Gerard
Teague at 314-603-6068 or email him at
gteague@us.ibm.com.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Full group of Stephen Ministers, past and present.
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Participating couples’ marriages spanned from 3 to
47 years. No matter the stage of a couple’s marriage
(number of years married or the level of closeness between spouses), this program provides a critical focus
By Deanna McClintock
With Pam Miller that marriage is a celebration of God’s love.
“We reconnected after all these years….the weekend
Due to popular demand, the Art of Marriage weekend
was amazing…..other couples have the same prob- will be offered again in the early fall. In addition, a sixlems and values….fun, practical and comfortable.”
week follow-up program will be offered for past particiGather almost thirty couples together for a week- pants as well. For more information or to make a reservaend program on marriage - and what do you get? Love tion now, please contact Deanna McClintock Lester at
in the air! On February 24-25, Holy Infant hosted the dtmcclintock@yahoo.com or call (314) 363-8015.
Art of Marriage video event. Led by a committee of
parishioners (affectionately called the “Love Team”),
Stewardship and Tuition
this program emphasized God’s design for marriage.
Assistance
Couples learned that marriage is an art and with God’s
By
Mary
Jane
Zust
grace, their relationship can become a masterpiece.
The program featured sessions on God’s plan for marHoly Infant parishioners are proud of their Holy
riage, the role of husband/wife, communication and Infant Day School and Parish School of Religion proconflict, experiencing real intimacy, and leaving a grams, and proud they should be. Their children are
lasting legacy.
receiving a prime Catholic education to prepare them
The event featured video clips of real-life testimo- for life’s journey.
nies, humorous vignettes, and expert teaching on bibAlthough the tuition for our programs is among
lical principles. Couples received a corresponding the lowest in the Archdiocese, it is still not sufficient
workbook which provided additional resources and to cover the cost of educating a child. Monies to supcouple-only projects.
plement educational costs come from parishioners’
Based on the evaluations from participating cou- weekly contributions, from various activities such as
ples, 100% of them would recommend the program to the dinner auction and St. Patrick’s Celebration, from
others and 95% said they “gained new awareness and the hard work of many parishioners in their minispractical steps” to apply to their marriage. Time and tries, and from direct contributions to a tuition assistime again, couples emphasized how much they en- tance fund. Each child is subsidized by the generosity
joyed spending quality time alone with their spouse – of Holy Infant parishioners.
away from life’s distractions of children, jobs and
Included in each family’s latest pack of envelopes
everyday stress. The weekend provided an opportuni- is a new envelope that allows their donation to be dity for spouses to reconnect and rebuild their marriage rected as they choose, to three destinations – Building
in a unique, non-threatening manner.
Maintenance and Repair Fund, St. Vincent de Paul
Fund, or Tuition Assistance Fund. These funds are
also included in the automatic giving program, Faith
Direct. Donations to the Tuition Assistance Fund will
be used to aid families who want to enroll or keep
their children enrolled in Holy Infant’s Day School
and Parish School of Religion but cannot do so without financial assistance.
Applications for assistance for those enrolled in
our day school should be completed on-line at
www.factstuitionaid.com. Families needing assissubmitted photo
tance who are enrolled in our Parish School of ReliBob and Liz Kijowski and Liz and Pete
gion should contact the PSR or parish offices for inDeRum attend the marriage weekend.
formation.

God can turn any marriage
into a masterpiece!

PAGE 11

By Eileen Buehrle

HOLY INFANT’S WORDS AND WORKS

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Again in June, Holy Infant Parish will present a
Vacation Bible School Program (VBS) for children
Pre-K to fifth grade and it is open to all students no
matter their religious affiliation. This year’s theme
is Sky: Everything is possible with God.
Jennifer O’Brien, of Holy Infant, will be the
Director again this year. She began with Holy Infant’s VBS six years ago and has been Director
three of the last four years (one year out to have a
baby.) She is familiar with VBS having attended
them as a child.
Last year 300 children came to Holy Infant’s
VBS with many teens and adults volunteering to
help. Teens must be going into the seventh grade
or older. A nursery is available for children under
four years of age.
Each year, a theme program is purchased that
completely scripts out the activities. There are
crafts to make, Bible stories to act out, games to
play, a movie to watch and ideas for snacks. All
five of these “stations” are coordinated to the program theme. Suggested snacks will coordinate
with the theme. It is a highly energetic program
and kids look forward to coming back each day
and again the next year. Once the children are in
fifth grade they are anxious to return and help
when they reach seventh grade.
I asked Jennifer if she had a memorable story of
one of the VBS. A few years ago the theme was
about Crocodile Dock, and she had someone familiar with reptiles bring his reptiles to meet the students. They were quite impressed with the reptiles
and Jennifer said she stood back and enjoyed the
moment. She felt so good to be able to share this
experience with the students.
Details are available on Holy Infant’s website
along with Jennifer’s phone number and email
address;
(https://www.groupvbspro.com/vbs/ez/
holyinfantvbs). For those who do not have internet, registrations will take place in the Church lobby a few weeks before the session begins.
A “giving tree” will be set up in the Church
Lobby before Vacation Bible School begins for
those who would like to help with needed supplies.

These are small items like paper plates, paper cups,
etc. Be sure to take a tag and be a part of Vacation
Bible School this year.
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Sunday Obligation
Saturday: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,
10:15 a.m. and noon

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. and
8 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.

Holy Day Masses
Please check the bulletin or
call the rectory to check
times for Holy Day Masses.

Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration
24 hours, 7 days a week.
Enter the chapel through the
main lobby.

Holy Infant Church
627 Dennison Drive, Ballwin MO 63021-4898
Rectory: (636) 227-7440 FAX (636) 227-4548
Website: www.holyinfantballwin.org
Pastoral Staff
Father Edward J. Stanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor
Father Timothy L. Bannes . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Father Christopher Dunlap. . . . . . Associate Pastor
Deacon Kenneth Clemens . . . . Permanent Deacon
Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Closed for lunch from noon -1 p.m.
Ministry to the Homebound
Please call the rectory if you are ill at home or in the hospital or
nursing facility and would like Communion brought to you. Volunteers also are available to help in other ways.

Holy Infant Parish
627 Dennison Drive
Ballwin, MO 63021-4898

Regular Mass
Schedule
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