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Beautiful Things

When poet John Keats wrote the words
work for the Club, although lack of space for work and
“Beautiful things give pleasure that lasts even longer
storage was a continuing problem.
than the beautiful things themselves” he was most likely
Eventually a room in the basement of the
not thinking of quilts. But the words can easily apply to
Rectory became available and the Quilters struggled
quilts. The memory of beautiful quilts can still bring
with packing their equipment and supplies and moved
pleasure even though the quilts may be no more. And
from the Kozeny home. The move was a huge effort but
the hard-working and unsung ladies of our Holy Infant
the Quilters continued producing their beautiful quilts
Quilting Club who are creating beautiful things each
until Monsignor Buchheit needed the basement space for
week know that their work is bringing lasting pleasure to
an office. By that time the Quilters had acquired more
many.
material and supplies and the packing, moving and
The Club began many years ago when a small
unpacking were an even greater chore. But this move
group of Holy Infant ladies met at each other’s homes,
was to a real home for the Club in the lower cafeteria
did craft work and made prizes for parish celebrations.
giving the Quilters good working space and a substantial
When the ladies decided they’d like to try their hand at
closet. When Monsignor Dempsey ordered a large
making quilts they called themselves The Holy Infant
garage type door so the quilt could remain on its frame
Quilting Club. The Club was activated in 1978 and the
while stored in the closet, the ladies felt they had found
ladies met in the home of now deceased Marie Kozeny.
Quilters’ Heaven.
Although the new Club’s equipment was old,
In spite of the difficulties the Quilters experimake-shift
and
enced before they
make-do and its
found their new
supplies, working
home, and the fact
and storage space
that their numbers
limited, the ladies,
had fallen by nearly
with a gift of $300
half, they never confrom the Women’s
sidered abandoning
Club, were able to
their original purfashion
beautiful
pose - creating beauquilts, each one
tiful quilts for their
stitched with care
parish. The smaller
and bound with
number just worked
love.
Things
harder with hearts
changed with a gift
full of love, an eye
of the equipment
for color and design,
and supplies from
a definite pattern,
the disbanded North
willingness and abilAmerican Martyrs
ity to measure, cut,
Quilting Club. The
sew and stitch and
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
newer and better
special materials.
equipment and more
Veronica Schiller, Lee Gebhardt and Jean Wilding are adding the fine
supplies eased the
(Continued on page 2)
stitches needed for each hand-stitched quilt.
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At the noon break, though, things are different.
After a prayer service in the “brown bag room” there is
Materials for quilts are expensive and the Quiltlaughter and talk, talk, talk, as the ladies each try to
ers must explore all possibilities. They spread the word;
hear and tell the latest news of their families and neighask friends, neighbors, volunteers and attendees of thrift
borhoods. At times the room breaks into explosive
shops to be aware of anything that seems quilter-usable.
laughter as someone recalls a hilarious moment such as
The thrift shops, espethe time a Quilter, unable
cially St. Vincent DePaul
to get her own story in,
Thrift, are a veritable
simply removed both her
warehouse of treasures
ear appliances and calmfor the Quilters, who
ly set them on the table.
happily receive, check,
Lunch time is always a
sort and store this largess
happy time, and God
which may one day bewho wants His people to
come a part of one of
be happy must surely
their lovely quilts.
approve of the “brown
Each Monday mornbag room.”
ing, rain or shine, two of
Dot Linneman,
the Quilters arrive early
Facilitator,
Veronica
to set up the quilt and
Schiller, Jo Litzau, Jean
photo by Don Dinkelkamp
unpack material and supWilding, Lee Gebhardt,
plies before the other Vicky Floor, Dot Linneman, Lee Gebhardt, Patti Niemeyer, Carol Vicky Floor, Carole AnQuilters come. For the
tonacci and Patty NieAntonacci and Joan Litzau checking one of their finished quilts.
rest of the morning
meyer, along with partQuilters are busy marking stitches, checking squares,
time helpers Sharon Clemens and Trudy Lanham are
sewing machine clicking, but always some, and at times
The Holy Infant Quilting Club. These hard-working,
all the Quilters stitching on the quilt itself. Work condedicated ladies get up, dress up and show up Monday
tinues at a steady but comfortable pace with a goal to
after Monday, with no publicity, attention or spotlight,
finish a quilt in about six weeks. When there is a suffiand go about their original intention – creating beautiful
cient supply of completed quilts, a raffle is held and
quilts for Holy Infant Parish.
parishioners then have an opportunity to win one of the
Since its activation The Holy Infant Quilting
beautiful, hand-stitched quilts.
Club has donated to the Parish 236 hand-stitched quilts
In the quilting room there is usually quiet chatand three $2,000 cash donations with another cash doter as the ladies go about their various tasks. Even the
nation soon to be made. The ladies of The Club are
sewing machine seems to be operating on “quiet”. As
content with the knowledge that their gifts to the Parish
the Quilters stitch love and life into their quilts, one
are appreciated and that each quilt, hand-stitched with
senses an aura, an atmosphere of peace, contentment,
so much care and love, will be to someone as yet uncomfort and even healing as though God Himself is
known, a thing of beauty, joy, comfort and lasting
happy to be part of this workroom.
pleasure.
(Beautiful Things . . . continued from page 1)

Mother’s
Day
Cards
Benefit
Birthright
Submitted by
Jo Ann
Dinkelkamp

The Mother’s Day cards provided by and to
benefit Birthright of Hillsboro will be in our
Church vestibule the weekends of April 21,28,
May 6, and possibly May 13. Take as many cards
as you need but leave no money for them. There is
a self-addressed envelope inside each card so that
you can send a donation directly to Birthright of
Hillsboro. Don’t forget your sisters, aunts, and
friends who are mothers. Thank you for your support to giving life to the unborn.
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By Gloria Rohrer
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T.O.O.L.

Can you
imagine looking
at an anagram
for two weeks
and not understanding what
the letters stood
for, and then the
pure amazement when you do understand? As a
24 year convert to Catholicism and as a former
leader of R.C.I.A. for 18 years, I confess to not
knowing all I can about our faith.
In 1947, Teams of Our Lady, was founded
by Fr. Henri Caffarel in France and has spread to
10,000 teams worldwide. Teams of Our Lady is a
lay Movement officially recognized by the Holy
See and was granted the Decree of Recognition by
the Pontifical Council for the Laity in 1992.
The Teams of Our Lady is a movement of
married spirituality in the Catholic Church which
brings together Christian couples united by the
sacrament of Matrimony who together wish to
deepen the graces of their Sacrament. They:
 believe in the idea of Christian marriage and
they want to remain faithful to their baptismal
promises
 place Christ at the heart of their lives
 base their married and family life on the
Gospel
 seek to know better the will of God for man
and women in order to fulfill it
 bear witness to the love of God by their lives
 bring the message of Christ to the world
 bear witness to Christian values in their social
and working lives
 give active support to the Church, the bishops
and clergy
 make their activities a collaboration with God
and a service to others
 promote marriage and family life in society
Because of the difficulties of living as
Christians in modern society and being aware of
the inadequacy of their efforts, these couples rely
on the support of those who share their ideas and

commit themselves to
form a “team.”
A team consists
of five to seven couples
and a spiritual advisor
who meet once a month.
Vincent Lombard, together with his wife
Stephanie, are part of a
team at Holy Infant.
Mr. Lombard is eager to
add more groups. There
are presently two teams,
who meet at separate
times for three hours.
For more information on this movement,
please contact Vincent and Stephanie at one of the
following:
steph-vincent@familylombard.net
www.teamsofourlady.org

www.CatholicsComeHome.org

Why the Pope chose his name.

CLICK HERE

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t2XiT76tgCo&feature=yout
ube_gdata_player
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Supreme Court Here We Come!
By Eileen Buehrle
On January 23,
2013, 30 Holy Infant
youth and five adults
left St Louis on a trip
to Washington DC.
Their goal was to convince the Supreme
Court and the rest of
the world that Roe vs.
Wade needs to be
overturned.
The Archdiocese of St Louis said
on January 16, 2013
that more than 1,500
Archdiocesan teens,
young adults, and
chaperones would be
commemorating the
40th anniversary of
Roe vs. Wade by participating
in
the
March for Life in
Washington D.C. This
delegation began their
trip at Sacred Heart in
Valley Park with Mass
on January 23 and
Submitted photo
boarded 31 buses
headed to our Nation’s capital.
Clare Hildebrand, one of Holy Infant’s
youths traveling to Washington DC, agreed to
share her thoughts and experiences with me about
this trip. With her were 25-30 members of Holy
Infant’s Youth Group, Tim Claudin Youth Minister,
Father Bannes and three other adults. Clare is a
junior at Ursuline Academy and this was her first
trip to Washington D C, but it will not be her last.
The busses left Valley Park around 10:00 PM on
the January 23 for an 18 hour bus ride to our Nation’s Capital. “The ride seemed longer”, she said,
“but it was definitely worth it in the end. It was fun

getting to see my
friends from home
standing up for
such an important
cause.”
“Going on
the Pro Life March
was one of the
most
amazing,
worthwhile things
I have ever done.
Just seeing so
many people acting upon their passion for life was so
beautiful. It was
very bittersweet; it
is amazing that
there are so many
people standing up
for life, yet unbelievably sad that
we have to. One

Submitted
photo
Submitted
photo
(Continued on page 6)
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“Catholics Come Home” Inspires
The Men's Club
By Carol Laupp with Dan Lowery
Do you ever find some of your closest
friends are from the parish? Perhaps you have
met them at a meeting or while volunteering for
something at Church. The Holy Infant Men's Club
is the best place to get involved, have fun and
meet some of the best friends you will have in a
lifetime. The Holy Infant Men's Club mission is
“To encourage and enable men in our parish to engage with their parish, service the community, and
build their faith” and that is truly what they believe
their organization accomplishes here at Holy Infant.
The Men's Club was established many
years ago and has been a vital source of fund raising for our parish, school and community organizations. Monthly meetings (September – May) are
held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm in
the lower cafeteria. (The April meeting is on a Monday in conjunction
with NCAA basketball championships.) The meetings usually feature a
special event, or a guest speaker, with
plenty of great food and beverages.
A special off-site Christmas party
draws over 100 men each year.
There are many opportunities
to get involved with the Men's Club
events that they sponsor:
Their Social Events include:
 Trivia Night in January – 500
people in attendance
 Lenten Friday Fish Fry –
6 weeks
(approx. 1,000 meals a week)
 Night at the Races
 Baseball night at Busch
Stadium
 Golf tournament in the Fall

Their Faith Development includes:
 PX 90 Saturday morning meetings
 Catholic Men's Conference
th
 Support 7 grade father/son and
father/daughter events
 Guest Speakers that stir your soul
 Tuesdays with HIM
 Couples attending events such as “Fireproof”
or “Catholicism” series
 Coming soon ..... Bible Study for men who seek
the truth

submitted photo

left to right; Paul Wildiesen, Dan Lowery, Brad Hackett,
Bob Puricelli, Ray Knapp, Pat Newsham, Scott Fanning, Jon Nienas, Mike
Dickson, Mel Burton (not pictured Tom Lloyd, Mark Dischert)

(Continued on page 6)
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(Catholics Come Home . . . . continued from page 5)

of the things on the March that really
touched me were the men and women
who stood alongside the march with
signs saying things such as, “I regret my
abortion,”
“I am the father of a dead baby,”
“Adoption saved my life,” and “I am a
beloved child from rape.””
While in DC the youth were
able go to adoration, reconciliation, and
Mass. Clare said, “I think that was one
of the most important things the group
did: offer their actions and prayers up to
God. Speaking with the priests and
adults was such a great way to get a different point of view on the whole concept of Prolife, especially being able to
hear more about Roe vs. Wade.” Clare
also shared that “being able to speak
with teens who are passionate about life
was a great experience. It was crazy being able to really see how many of my
peers are actively working to end abortion.”
Clare shared many thoughts
about this trip but one comment that she
shared really touched me; “On the
March, a friend of mine said something
that broke my heart. ‘We are marching
in the snow for those who will never see
it.”

Their Community Service (along
with other
parish organizations)
includes:
 Parish building maintenance
 Deliver meals to St. Peter and
Paul Shelter
 Cash/donations to school, parish
and local
charities
 Parish family assistance/tuition
assistance
Along with the many services, they contribute their time and
talents to the Holy Infant Fall Festival, St. Patrick's Day celebration,
Mike Kelly Basketball tourney, Preseason Soccer tourney, School Auction, Field Day, and the Endowment
Fund which helps fund school tuition.
All men of Holy Infant parish, 21 years of age or older, are automatically members. There are no
dues or annual fees involved in your
membership. With your support, the
Men's Club can continue to serve the
parish, school, and community. Being involved provides members the
opportunity to meet other men in the
parish, develop lifelong friendships,
and experience the sense of satisfaction knowing the ongoing good
deeds the group accomplishes.
If you would like to be on our
mailing list or COME JOIN US,
please contact Bob Puricelli at
bpuricelli@crownpack.com
or contact one of our officers:
Board Members:
President – Pat Newsham
Vice President – Tom Lloyd
Treasurer – Paul Wildiesen
Secretary – Mike Dickson

Save the dates
for our next
Rummage
Rampage:
Friday, June 21—
Sunday, June 23, 2013
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St. Patrick’s Day Celebration at Holy Infant 2013!!
Food, Fun and Games !!
photos by Don Dinkelkamp

By Sister Rosario

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

Seventh grade students at Holy Infant School proclaimed the Good News of the Resurrection as soon
as they returned to school after their Easter Break. Take a look around the facility. You will see many banners posted in the school and Church hallways like the two pictured here. The banners were created by seventh grade students in Mrs. St. Louis and Mrs. Jones’ Religion classes. The beauty of the banners and the
care with which they were created proclaim the wonderful sense of renewal that Easter brings. They will remain until the end of the Easter season
on Pentecost. We are proud of the students’ work and grateful to them for
evangelizing in this personal and creative way.
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Big Service Project
By Pam Miller with Vicki Pandolfo
Each year Girl Scout troops at Holy Infant
sponsor a cereal drive to benefit the St. Wenceslaus
Food Pantry. The troops usually collect enough
cereal to last the pantry the whole year. This year,
Holy Infant School families donated 2000 boxes of
cereal!
The cereal drive project was taken on this
year by several Girl Scout Troops; 6th grade Troop
1914, 8th grade Troop 2663 and 8th grade Troop
3963. Through flyers to the school families,
curbside advertising where the girls dressed up as
cereal boxes and a carton of milk, and rallying their
fellow classmates, there was an amazing outcome
for the St. Wenceslaus Food Pantry. The students
and their families donated almost 900 more boxes
this year than last! The enthusiasm and generosity
of the Holy Infant School families was overwhelming!
Some of the girls delivered the cereal to St.
Wenceslaus along with Elmer Williams, Holy Infant parish organizer for the pantry. They felt truly
blessed to be able to deliver such a wonderful gift
to the families at St. Wenceslaus. The troops
would like to thank all of the Holy Infant School
families who donated cereal!
If you have any question about this project
contact Vicki Pandolfo (Girl Scout Troop Organizer at Holy Infant School). 314-537-1237 or vpandolfo@charter.net

submitted photo

Holy Infant Girl Scouts happy to help !!

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Bob Puricelli putting the sauce and cheese on
the pizza crust for baking.

Holy Infant Men’s Club Fish
Fries — Lent 2013!!
See more photos on page 11
of this newsletter.

photo by Don Dinkelkamp

Darrell Nolan seasons the salmon ready to cook.
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TALKING HANDS
By Kathie Hanneke
If you go to 10:15 a.m. Mass on Sundays,
are Deaf and they communicated with him through
you may have noticed a man standing in front of
speech, sign language, facial expressions and body
the Baptismal font making hand gestures. His
language. He first encountered American Sign
name is Joe Sapienza and he is a sign language inLanguage (ASL) while he was enrolled in business
terpreter for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. He has
courses at Florissant Valley Community College as
been at Holy Infant for almost 24 years, interpretpart of the tuition reimbursement program for
ing Mass every other
Southwestern
Bell
Sunday as well as
Telephone
(now
special occasions like
AT&T). Joe was inEaster and Christmas.
trigued with learning
He brings the Mass to
sign language, so
life for congregants
transferred to the
who are unable to
Deaf Communication
hear and adds a visual
Studies program. As
component to those
a long-distance telephone operator, sign
who can!
language did not benThe
Deaf
efit that department
Ministry started at
of the company, so
Holy Infant in the
he paid for the clas1980s with Sr. Rita
ses himself. When
Pickhinke, a Mercy
submitted
photo
Joe took Flo Valley's
Sister. At that time,
the Deaf paid Sister Front row: Left to right - Kathie Hanneke, Christy Elkes, Carla Mil- program it was a two
year AA degree. It is
themselves for her
ler. Back row: Left to right - Jeff Wasserman, Pat Wasserman,
now a three year AS
services. Pat WasserJoe Sapienza (interpreter) .
program.
Some
man, a parishioner,
schools like William Woods University, Fulton,
recalled being enriched and understanding the
MO offer a four year degree. Joe is fluent in both
readings and homilies by watching Sister sign the
interpreting (working between ASL and English)
words of the Mass. When Sr. Rita announced that
and transliterating (working with spoken English
she was going to start a school for the Deaf in the
and a manually-coded version of English).
Philippines, Pat went to Sr. Rosario with copies of
the American Disabilities Act (ADA) to see if SisTo become an interpreter, a person must
ter would approach Parish Council about providing
first pass a written test, and then a performance
and paying for an interpreter. Sr. Rosario said she
test. These tests were first administered by the
would see what she could do. At the end of a
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID). As
month, Sister gave Pat the good news that the partime went on, most states set up entities to service
ish would pay for an interpreter. Since that time,
Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. As well as the
Joe has been there interpreting Masses, parentRID, these commissions added testing and licenteacher conferences, Baptisms, Confirmations and
sure to their list of services and duties. Our entity
graduations for our Deaf and Hard of Hearing
is the Missouri Commission for the Deaf and Hard
of Hearing (MCDHH). By law, anyone who intermembers.
prets for pay is required to be licensed and certified
How did Joe Sapienza ever get involved
(Continued on page 10)
with the Deaf and Hard of Hearing? Joe’s parents
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by the state. Missouri's rating system certifies interpreters at five levels, indicating proficiency in the
profession. For example, to interpret in a medical
setting, an interpreter needs to be at level 4; for felony legal cases, level 5. Joe holds both National and
State certification. He often mentors students and
certified interpreters to increase their skills and certification levels, some of whom have attended Masses
for observation opportunities!
While working at the telephone company, Joe
interpreted for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing in such
religious settings as Masses, synagogues, Protestant
services, baptisms and weddings. He also taught at
Florissant Valley’s Interpreter program for six years.
A big moment in Joe's career came when he was
asked to be one of two St. Louis interpreters for Pope
John Paul II's Arrival Ceremony at Lambert Airport
in 1999. He interpreted speeches by, and discussions
between the Pope and President Bill Clinton. Also
present was the president's wife Hillary, and a large
number of church, state and local dignitaries.
Long time parishioners, Pat and Jeff Wasserman, both profoundly Deaf, have relied on sign language and lip-reading to understand conversation.
But, they learned to live in both the hearing and Deaf
world. Pat went to St. Joseph Institute for the Deaf
and received a Catholic education from her parents
and the Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet. Jeff was
raised Jewish but attended Catholic schools growing
up. Both are active in their Catholic faith and proud
that their two children received excellent Catholic
education at Holy Infant, Ursuline, DeSmet, St. Louis
University, Fontbonne and Rockhurst. Their daughter, Amy, has a Masters in Speech Language Pathology with an emphasis in Deaf Education. Their son
David, was chosen as one of twelve Seniors last year
at DeSmet as a recipient of the "Man of the Year"
award. He is now a Freshman at Rockhurst studying
Political Science and Psychology. Joe has interpreted
almost all of the special life events of Pat and Jeff's
children, Amy and David.
Being Deaf and raising hearing children had
its own unique challenges. Technology such as flashing lights helped them know when a baby was crying,
a phone was ringing or someone was at the door.
Pat's family also helped with placing phone calls to
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the doctor, etc. Now, it is easier for them with texting on the cell phone and watching friends sign on
the computer videophone. Pat recently earned her
Masters degree and has worked at Central Institute
for the Deaf as a Guidance Counselor for many years,
counseling six to twelve year old students. She focuses on teaching the students self-advocacy and social skills. She helps prepare them to be mainstreamed into regular schools, ideally before the age
of twelve. Jeff works at Mercy Hospital delivering
supplies and educating people on working with the
Deaf.
The St. Louis Deaf Catholic Ministry
(www.stlcd.org) provides interpreted Masses and retreats for area Deaf Catholics. The Ministry has
moved from St. Andrews in South County to St.
Richard’s Parish on 11223 Schuetz Rd. in Creve
Coeur on March 10th. There will be weekly Masses
on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. Pat is looking forward to
going to the open house and the first Mass there on
March 10th. She hopes to attend there on the weeks
Holy Infant does not have interpreted Masses.
Now that Joe has retired from AT&T, he is
able to devote more time to interpreting for the Deaf
and for his mentoring students. He is also the coowner of a Segway touring company, Glide St. Louis Tours, which provides Segway tours of popular St.
Louis landmarks. Any Deaf or Hard of Hearing tourists have a ready interpreter, if needed, while riding
Segways around St. Louis. Sounds like fun!
While over the years several Deaf and Hard
of Hearing individuals have come and gone, Holy
Infant still has a long standing group of congregants
as well as occasional Deaf visitors who take advantage of our interpreted Masses. They continue to
meet every other Sunday and would love to have parishioners join them. So spread the word if you know
of anyone, even if from another parish, who would
benefit from our interpreted Mass. Tell them to come
and join a great group of friendly people.
The author of this article, Kathie Hanneke,
has a special interest in the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
group due to having profound hearing loss since
birth. She has a cochlear implant on one side and a
hearing aid in the other ear. She attended Central Institute for the Deaf part time for nine years, while attending preschool and elementary school. Kathie
(Continued on page 11)
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DID YOU KNOW?

(Talking Hands . . . . continued from page 10)

went on to get a bachelor's degree in Sociology and
an Associate's Degree in Occupational Therapy.
She has learned some sign language in her free time,
but, as they say, "if you don't use it, you lose it."
She and her husband, Gene, raised two sons and are
very involved in activities at Holy Infant. Feel free
to contact her if you have any questions at
gkhanneke@gmail.com

If you are struggling to understand what the priest or
lector are saying at Mass, Holy Infant has assistive
listening devices available that may help you. The
devices can be used without or with a hearing aid or
cochlear implant (if you have telecoil in the device).
An earbud is provided. Ask an usher to get the assistive listening device out of the usher's closet for you
to try. Please return it when the service is over.

Lenten Fish Fries!!
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Regular Mass
Schedule
Sunday Obligation
Saturday: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
Sunday: 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,
10:15 a.m. and noon

Weekday Masses
Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. and
8 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m.

Holy Infant Church
627 Dennison Drive, Ballwin MO 63021-4898
Rectory: (636) 227-7440 FAX (636) 227-4548
Website: www.holyinfantballwin.org
Pastoral Staff
Father Edward J. Stanger . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor
Father Timothy L. Bannes . . . . . . Associate Pastor
Father Christopher Dunlap. . . . . . Associate Pastor

Holy Day Masses

Perpetual Eucharistic
Adoration
24 hours, 7 days a week.
Enter the chapel through the
main lobby.

Rectory Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Closed for lunch from noon -1 p.m.
Ministry to the Homebound
Please call the rectory if you are ill at home or in the hospital or
nursing facility and would like Communion brought to you. Volunteers also are available to help in other ways.

Holy Infant Parish
627 Dennison Drive
Ballwin, MO 63021-4898

Please check the bulletin or
call the rectory to check
times for Holy Day Masses.
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