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Words and Works is a quarterly 

publication of Holy Infant Par-

ish, informing parishioners of 

events and activities of interest 

to the parish, with a further 

goal of fostering unity within 

the Church and drawing all 

together into a closer warmer 

Church family. 

     On the cold wintry evening of Janu-
ary 21, three hundred people from the 

St. Louis area met at the Arch in antici-

pation of their trip to Washington, D.C. 

and the annual Pro-Life March.  Carry-
ing placards of protest to abortion or 

support for life, adults and teens waited 

to take part in the warm-up rally before 
departure. Among them were four mem-

bers from Holy 

Infant and this is 
how they remem-

bered their trip. 

     Chuck Ray-

mond, our Respect 
Life Chairman, his 

wife Linda, Carol 

O’Brien and Ernie 
Doorack said you 

could feel the en-

thusiasm right 
away.  After sev-

eral inspirational 

messages and 

prayers, everyone 
headed for the 

eight  wa it ing 

buses.  Our four 
managed to board the same bus and fi-

nally the Missouri Life Coalition Cara-

van was on the way to our nation’s capi-

tol. 
     They had been driving for several 

hours when suddenly a tire blew with a 

loud bang.  The bus driver managed to 
get off the road and helped his passen-

gers off safely.  After contacting another 

bus in the caravan, they were able to get 
a new bus and two and a half hours later, 

they were on their way again.  The delay 

made them miss Mass when they arrived 

in Washington D.C. the next morning. 
     Ernie knew the schedule pretty well 

since this was his sixth trip to the 

March.  He said they caught up with the 

Missouri group at breakfast in the Sen-
ate Building cafeteria.  Afterwards, they 

had a meeting with Congressional mem-

bers who brought them up to date with 
their pro-life progress and urged them to 

continue their efforts. 

     The big rally started at noon.  All 

four of our friends said they were so 

thrilled and proud to be part of the 
300,000 marchers from all over our na-

tion.  Every nationality, every age and 

race, they carried signs, praying as they 
walked peacefully to the Supreme Court.   

There they heard speakers from Con-

gress, the Senate, and clergy from all 

denominations.   

See  ROAD TO LIFE , Page 10  

ON THE ROAD TO LIFE               
By Mary Ellen Bourneuf 

PRO-LIFE MARCH – WASHINGTON D.C  - submitted photo 
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Where Did Your Money Go In 2009?        By JoAnn Dinkelkamp 

     Do you know that during the calendar year of 

2009, you enabled the St. Vincent De Paul Society of 

Holy Infant to assist 560 people in our community 

using $86,204 you contributed?   A full 99.3% of 

your dollars go to those in need with the remainder 

used for Conference Operating Expenses.  Thank 

you for your generous and consistent contributions 

and for supporting this ministry that was founded in 

1833 by Frederick Ozanam whose objective was to 

minister to the Parisian poor.  He modeled the rule 

following the inspiration of its patron, St. Vincent de 

Paul. “Vincentians serve not because the people we 

help are Catholic, ninety percent are not, but because 

we are Catholic.” 

     Today, maybe more than ever, more people are 

making choices between food, rent, medicine, or pay-

ing utilities.  To respond to these needs, it is people 

like you who are willing to donate and Vincentians who can 

visit the homes, talk to those in crisis, and give whatever as-

sistance is possible.  Renewed hope is the outcome of almost 

every Vincentian visit.  This is what it means to change 

someone’s life and Vincentians are changing lives.  They not 

only offer hope to those in crisis, they give hope.  When a 

Vincentian assists a family, they let them know that it is made 

possible by the Holy Infant parishioners in Jesus’ Name.  To 

members of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Holy Infant, 

those in need are not strangers, but the face of Christ asking 

for help. 

     One would wonder what Frederick would think if he were 

to see what they, the SVDP Vincentians, are doing today to 

help our neighbors in need.  The SVDP food voucher system 

results in more than food for the needy; it promotes dignity 

along with freedom to shop for all of the groceries (excluding 

alcohol and tobacco) and every penny goes towards the pur-

chases, no sales tax apply.  For the year of 2009, the Holy 

Infant SVDP provided 104 families with $4,830 for shopping 

at either Schnucks or Shop & Save. 

     Rent and utilities are a major need and ninety-six families 

were assisted with rent/mortgage funds along with fifty-eight 

families for electricity and another fifty-seven with gas for 

heat for a total of $73,277.  The remaining $8,097 was used 

primarily for transportation, furniture, clothing, medical and 

miscellaneous needs.   

     Their income for 2009 came from you, the parishioners, in 

envelopes: $32,615; the special collection in August: 

$24,571; the Tithing Committee provided $12,500; Thanks-

giving: $2,392; Memorials: $2,275; Men’s Club: $1,621; 

Athletic Association: $1,500; Schnucks E-Script: $1,226 

which is the result of you directing one percent of your pur-

chases to our SVDP; with the remaining $4,438 coming from 

various ministries and fundraisers for a total income of 

$83,138.  The Holy Infant Vincentians know that it is only 

with your generosity that they can continue to assist the 

needy in the community.  

      A program for prescription medicine was funded by a 

grant from the Missouri Department of Health in 2009 

whereby clients, with the proper form provided by the Vin-

centians, had many generic prescriptions available to them 

for free but this program has been suspended as of March 1, 

2010 for lack of funding in this economy.  It is hoped that 

they are successful in finding more options to continue this as 

many clients benefited by it. 

     Now for the coup de gras or coup de grâce if you prefer.  

St. Vincent de Paul has a store in St. Charles and they have 

recently added another store in West County on Manchester 

Road between Toyota and Steak & Shake.  Shop there and 

take your donations to them if you can’t wait for the Holy 

Infant Rummage Rampage in June.  A truck is available to 

pick up your donations or you can just drop them off and 

perhaps look around for something you might like to pur-

chase.  This store will be selling clothing, small appliances, 

large appliances, furniture, bedding, kitchen wares and all 

that goes into making a home comfortable.  If it is donated, it 

will be sold and all profits go to the needy.  The staff, other 

than two or three people, is to be volunteers from the 

churches surrounding Manchester Road from Lindbergh to 

Hwy 109 especially Holy Infant and St. Joseph.   You might 

be one of them yourself. As a volunteer you will get a 25% 

discount on your purchases.  

Seated left to right:  Geri Batz, Dan Tarleton, Walter Batz, JoAnn 
Dinkelkamp, Marilyn Keller.  Standing: Bob Hoelscher,  

Chuck Kretschmer, Patrick M. Sullivan, John Sabo, Marge Sabo, 
Julia Hogan, Don Dinkelkamp.        photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 
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Blooming in the Church              By Gloria D. Rohrer 

     Holy Infant is very for-

tunate to have enthusiastic 

women like Laura Kramer 

and Maria Flores, to deco-

rate our church with flow-

ers and plants.  Both 

women claim a great love 

of flowers and plants.  

Sometimes even spouses 

are involved when plants 

are too heavy to carry! 

     Determining the type of 

flowers to be used depends 

on the liturgical calendar.  

For example, Easter is a 

time for beautiful white 

Easter lilies.  Red flowers 

are predominant for Confir-

mation and white for Bap-

tism.  Mansfield Nursery 

helps with the selection and 

keeping costs low during 

Easter and Confirmation.  

At Christmas we can thank 

Wiethope Nursery for the 

beautifu l poinsett ias.  

Maria stated, “We look for 

flowers from Ballwin to 

downtown trying to keep 

the cost low.”  The women 

believe in recycling flow-

ers.  

     Is there time involved in 

caring for the flowers and 

plants?  Yes, indeed!  For 

the Ordinary times in the 

liturgical year, it takes 1-2 

hours to prune and drain to 

make the plants present-

able.  During Easter and 

Christmas, the time de-

voted to care increases. The 

ladies stated it seemed like 

they were playing “musical 

chairs” with some of the 

plants, so we can marvel at 

the beauty of our church.  

Bud vases are placed in the 

Adoration Chapel.   

     Laura wanted to help 

where she was needed.  The 

former leader was Toni Lei-

sure.  Maria feels serenity 

and peace when working 

with the flowers.  As she 

was sitting in the Adoration 

Chapel reading the Bible, 

she heard God encouraging 

her,  "Help take care of my 

House." 

“The Passion of the Christ — Living Stations of the Cross”  
Photos by Don Dinkelkamp 

Maria Flores and Laura Kramer   
replace flowers at Holy Infant 

photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 

The St. Cecilia Latino Youth Group presented a moving re-enactment of the Stations of the Cross at Holy Infant on Feb-

ruary 28.  Father Vatterott narrated.  The re-enactment was based on various themes of social justice. 
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JOURNEY TO PRIESTHOOD 

By Gloria D. Rohrer 
       

     Reverend Mr. Anthony Yates, otherwise known as Deacon 

Tony, will be ordained a priest on Saturday, May 29, 2010 at 

the Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis.   Deacon Tony has studied 

at Kenrick Seminary for five years. This was after four years of 

college where he earned a BA in Business Administration.  But 

the true question, is how did he arrive at his desire to be a 

priest? 

      Deacon Tony says his first inkling of becoming a priest was 

in the fifth grade.  During this period he was an altar server in 

his home parish, Our Lady of Loretto, in Spanish Lake. Our 

Lady of Loretto has since merged with other parishes and is 

now known as Our Lady of the Holy Rosary.  He thought that 

the priests were “cool.”  During his high school and college 

years, he worked for nine years at Target.  He was hoping to 

become a manager, but as time went on he realized he didn’t 

want a business career.  

      Deacon Tony states there were moments of clarity and vi-

sion where the Lord was leading him.  He went regularly to the 

Adoration Chapel to pray.  His grandmother, with whom Tony 

felt a great love and connection, was dying.  When his grand-

mother died, Tony said it felt natural to him to gather the family 

assembled around her bed and lead them in prayer.  Here again, 

was another sign from God which continued to lead Deacon 

Tony through a spiritual journey to the priesthood. 

     Cheerfully, Deacon Tony admits he didn’t know there was a 

seminary in St. Louis.  Father Vatterott took him under his 

wing, introducing him to the Kenrick Staff and showing him 

the grounds.  Deacon Tony joined the seminary in 2005. He 

was able to participate in the World Youth Day in Germany, in 

2005.  While in Germany he was honored to be able to see 

Pope Benedict XVI even though at a distance.  He was also 

privileged to be among many other young men with the desire 

and passion to be a leader to God’s people. 

     Life in the seminary differs from life in a regular college.  

The first year involved community, walking for reflection and 

plenty of structure.  The structured life at the seminary required 

lots of adjustments for Tony, but each year it became easier.  

Tony held the office of Student Body President in 2007-2008, 

and with his business background, Tony worked as the Book-

store Manager.  As a future priest the following pillars became 

more desired each year: Spiritual (prayer), Intellectual 

(classes), Pastoral (help the community) and Human Formation 

(working on personality, relating to others, anything about the 

human person). 

     Deacon Tony has served at five parishes, including St. 

Gerard Majella, where he is serving as a transitional deacon.  

For fun and enjoyment, Deacon Tony enjoys getting together 

with his family, working out and cooking, or as he states, “I 

know my way around a kitchen.”  He will not know which par-

ish will receive him until after the day of ordination.  He will 

celebrate his first Mass at Holy Infant on Sunday, May 30, 

2010 at 3:00 pm. 

Deacon Anthony (Tony) Yates  
photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 

John 20:1-9 "Christ is risen."  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACROSS  2. This man ran to Jesus' tomb with another 

disciple.    4. The disciples found these types of cloths 

at the tomb. 

DOWN   1. This woman from Magdala came to the tomb 

early in the morning.     3.  Mary told Simon Peter that 

Jesus had been taken from this place.  Answers can be 

found on page 10. 

Children’s Corner  

By Tracey J. McHugh 
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     I recently received the 

results of a survey of young 

people which revealed that 

over 90% of them believe  

we can have a personal rela-

tionship with God without 

any religion.  I was not sur-

prised by this belief, but I 

was surprised that the per-

centage was so high.  Young 

people often say, “I’m a 

spiritual person, but I’m not a member of any religion.”  

The word “religion” is almost a bad word. 

     What are we to say to this?  How are we to re-

spond?  Are the young people right?  Do we really 

need a religion?  Do we really need a Church? 

     It’s somewhat easy to respond to our Christian broth-

ers and sisters about Church.  We just look to the Bible.  

What did God say to the people of Israel?  “You shall be 

My people, and I will be your God (Ezekiel 36:28).”  

What did Jesus say to his disciples?  “You are Peter and 

upon this rock I will build my Church (Mathew 16:18).”  

Jesus and the Father both seem pretty specific that we are 

a people, and not just individuals on the journey of faith. 

     What if the person denying the need for Church is not 

a Christian?  Events and explanations from the Bible are 

not very meaningful if a person does not value the Scrip-

tures.  In this case, we must look at our humanity.  What 

are we like as people?  We need look no farther than a 

Cardinal’s baseball game, a child’s birthday party or a 

holiday gathering with friends and family to see that we 

are social in our nature.  We desire and need to be con-

nected with others.  Inside of us there is a need to be a 

part of something, something bigger than ourselves.  This 

is also true in our faith. 

     Lastly, the need for Church has a lot to do with my 

salvation.  It has to do with God.  It has to do with 

God….and me….and you.  God tells me that my relation-

ship with him is intimately involved with my relationship 

with you.  In fact, my relationship with you is so intimate 

it can’t be broken without serious consequences.  If I am 

separated from you, in some way, to some degree, I will 

always be separated from God.  This is a mystery that I 

do not fully understand.  It has to do with being “one.”  It 

has to do with “communion.”  It has to do with loving 

God and loving my neighbor as myself.  I need to be 

united with you in our worship of God. I need you sitting 

next to me in a pew on Sunday.  It is in and through our 

“religion” that we try to achieve this.  It is in and through 

“Church” that we try to achieve this.  As we are all aware, 

we often fail to achieve this.  But let us continue to strive 

“that all may be one (John 17:21).”  My salvation de-

pends on it. 

By Mary Jane Zust 

    

     A group of more than 50 Holy 

Infant parishioners pause each 

month from their busy schedules to 

prepare casseroles and deliver them 

to St. Patrick’s Center.  This is their 

gift of love for the hungry poor who 

depend on the St. Patrick’s Casserole 

Program for daily sustenance. 

     It is the combined gifts of the 

time, substance and service of the 

Holy Infant group, the volunteers 

from the other St. Louis churches 

and many others from the surround-

ing area that make it possible for St. 

Patrick’s to offer this outstanding 

program.  Free nourishing meals of a 

casserole that differs each day of the 

month, a  salad and bread, are pro-

vided 365 days a year to from 320 to 

350 homeless, hungry and poverty 

stricken St. Louisans. 

     The comfortable dining room 

welcomes them and devoted volun-

teers serve the food with dignity and 

respect.  Most of these people will 

spend their nights at homeless shel-

ters, some on the streets, and it’s not 

uncommon for some that this will be 

their only meal of the day. 

     From its beginning in 1984 the 

Casserole Program tugged at the 

heart of Holy Infant and especially 

at the heart of parishioner Doreen 

Gilliam.  With Kathie Hanneke’s 

help, a few volunteers and plenty of 

beginning bumps and bruises, Do-

reen began Holy Infant’s participa-

tion in St. Patrick’s Casserole pro-

gram.  

See  CASSEROLES, Page 6 

ST. PATRICK’S CENTER CASSEROLES – GIFTS OF LOVE 
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GIRL SCOUTS RECEIVED AWARDS 

 

 

After several years, with the ministry prospering,  

Doreen passed the coordinator’s duties to Sharon Clem-

ens, who eventually turned them over to the present coor-

dinators, Geri Batz and Mary 

Ann Dust. 

     St. Patrick’s provides the 

aluminum pans and the reci-

pes, the volunteer provides 

the food, prepares,  freezes 

and delivers the casseroles to 

the Batz or Dust porches on a 

specified date.  Geri and Mary 

Ann sort and box the frozen 

pans which then await their 

special conveyance – Cecil 

Dust’s truck, which has been 

lovingly outfitted to protect the 

casseroles from the vagaries of 

the weather as Cecil delivers 

his precious cargo to St. Pat-

rick’s freezer. 

     The innovative Casserole Program, which last year 

served 155,823 meals to the homeless and poverty-

stricken, manages this momentous undertaking with the 

help of 2300 devoted volunteers and just one salaried 

staff member, Davey Griffin.  Davey is himself a former 

client of St. Patrick’s, who took advantage of the Center’s 

improvement programs and is now the kitchen manager 

for the Casserole Program.  While the original purpose of 

the Program was to feed the 

hungry, the powers at St. Pat-

rick’s, always cognizant of its 

original motto, “A hand up, 

not a hand out,” had a further 

goal in mind.  Often after a 

few lunches people begin to 

feel at home at the Center and 

become aware of and inter-

ested in the wide variety of 

improvement programs St. 

Patrick’s offers.  And, like 

Davey, many of them join the 

St. Patrick’s family of clients, 

begin to learn the skills neces-

sary to upgrade their lives and 

become self-respecting and 

self-sufficient members of Society. 

     St. Patrick’s is always in need of more casseroles.  For 

information on the program, call Geri at 636 391 7154 or 

Mary Ann at 636 394 3963. 

CASSEROLES . . . from Page 5 

By Jennifer D. Trousdale    

with Pam Miller      

      

     On January 31, over 

100 Holy Infant parishion-

ers, Day school and Parish 

School of Religion Girl 
Scouts received religious 

awards at the annual Girl 

Scout Sunday Mass and 
reception. The girls earned 

their religious patches and 

medals after completing 
faith building programs, 

retreats and activities 

throughout the past year. 

     Facilitated by the Of-

fice of Catholic Scouting 

under the Catholic Youth 
Apostolate of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, these faith 

building programs are available to all girls in second to 

twelfth grade, and are ex-
cellent tools to help young 

people connect the values 

they learn in Scouting with 

those taught by their faith 

community. 

     These programs are 
now available for all girls, 

not just those in Girl 

Scouting, to help with their 

spiritual development. 

     If you would like more 

information on how you 

can facilitate these local 

Archdiocesan and National 

faith building programs, 

please contact parishioner 

Jennifer Trousdale at the 

Office of Catholic Scouting at 314-792-7613 or 

www.Catholicscouting.org.  

Girl Scouts with Father Bannes - submitted photo 

Clients enjoy their food and a special moment with 
some of the workers as they celebrate the 25th Anniver-

sary of St. Patrick’s Center Casserole Program. 
- submitted photo 
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 By Kathie Hanneke 
      One day little Johnny asked his 

mother for a new bike.  His mother 

said, “At Christmas you send a letter 

to Santa to ask for what you want, 

don’t you?” “Yes,” replied Johnny, 

“but it isn’t Christmas now.” His 

mother said, “Then you can send a 

letter to Jesus and ask him.”  Johnny 

sat down with a pen and paper and 

started his letter:  “Dear Jesus, I’ve 

been a good boy sometimes and I 

would like a new bike. Your 

Friend, Johnny.” He thought about 

this and decided to start over: “Dear 

Jesus, sometimes I think about 

being a good boy and I would like 

a new bike. Your Friend, Johnny.” 

Johnny didn’t like that letter either.  

Finally, he got a small statue of 

Mary from the front yard and started 

his letter again: “Dear Jesus, if you 

ever hope to see your mother 

again, send a new bike! Your 

Friend,  Johnny.”  

     If you are sitting in the Holy In-

fant Room or in a classroom and 

hear the above joke, there’s a good 

chance that the storyteller is Deacon 

Ken Clemens.  He loves to open his 

teachings with a joke.  Deacon Ken 

likes to put people at ease before 

getting into the topic of the evening.  

His wry sense of humor provides a 

balance between the message of the 

Scripture stories and applying it to 

the craziness we face in everyday 

life.  He loves to teach and have an 

exchange of ideas among those in 

attendance. 

     Ken is a native St. Louisan and 

was the first of five children.  His 

family was one of the original mem-

bers of Holy Infant parish.  He was 

present at the opening of Holy Infant 

School in 1956 and attended until 

1959, when his parents moved to 

south St. Louis.  He graduated from 

St. Francis DeSales School and at-

tended Prep South for high school.  

Ken picked up his love of learning 

from the Jesuits at St. Louis Univer-

sity and loved studying history, es-

pecially American and Church his-

tory.  Meeting his wife, Sharon, at a 

dance at the Cathedral Club, has 

lead to 40 years of marriage and 

three children.  The insurance inves-

tigating business was his career for 

37 years until he retired four years 

ago. 

     While living in Our Lady of Sor-

rows parish in 1977, one of the men 

there encouraged Ken to consider 

becoming a permanent deacon.  He 

gradually said, “yes” to this call and 

enrolled in the early years of the 

Archdiocesan diaconate program in 

1982.  At that time, it took only three 

years of study to become a perma-

nent deacon, versus today’s five 

years of study.  He was ordained at 

Our Lady of Sorrows parish in 1985.  

He was transferred as the first per-

manent deacon to Holy Infant in 

1986.  Like the Energizer Bunny, he 

hasn’t stopped running since that 

move. 

     You can see him roaming the 

school halls on Monday nights as the 

Director of the Parish School of Re-

ligion program.  He’s been in that 

position for 14 years.  Deacon Ken 

is on the R.C.I.A. team and helps 

explain the Sunday readings to those 

learning about the Catholic Church.  

He leads the Thursday evening Bible 

study here as well as the singles Bi-

ble study every other Wednesday at 

Pauline Bookstore in Crestwood.  

He can often be found at the Knights 

of Columbus, Liturgy Committee, 

Holy Infant Seniors and Religious 

Education meetings.  The new serv-

ers learn the ropes of serving from 

Deacon Ken, plus he interviews men 

interested in becoming deacons.  On 

top of all of this, he makes commun-

ion calls, provides spiritual direction 

and visits nursing homes.  You can 

see why he is the human equivalent 

of the Energizer Bunny! 

     He has little free time, but makes 

full use of the time away by walking 

outdoors and traveling. His favorite 

destination spot is Phoenix, Arizona, 

with Hawaii as a close second.  Ken 

loves reading historical books and 

many other topics besides books 

involving religion.  As if all of the 

above didn’t keep him occupied, he 

is also trying to learn Spanish.  So, 

don’t hesitate to test his linguistic 

skills by asking him, “¿Habla usted 

español, señor?”  

     He is very proud of the On Target 

program offered to the students and  

See  DEACON  KEN,  Page 9 

Deacon Ken Clemens 

photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 

DEACON KEN CLEMENS 
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Evangelization: Open Wide the Doors to Christ                                                                           

By Kathy and Leon DeDonder         With Pam Miller 

     I first was introduced to Kathy and 
Leon two years ago at 6 am daily 

Mass. Their kind personalities, as I 

have come to know, shine through by 

way of their smiles.  Leon and Kathy 
DeDonder have been Catholics all 

their lives.  Kathy was born and 

raised in St. Louis. Leon grew up near 
Emporia, Kansas.  Both have been 

members of Holy Infant for over 33 

years and were married here in May 
1979 by Father Schilly.  Kathy at-

tended Holy Infant School for her 

kindergarten, 1st, and 2nd grade years. 

She is proud to say that one of those 
years was as a student in Sister 

Rosario’s class!  Both Kathy and 

Leon are Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion and Eucharistic 

Cup Washers for 8:30 am Sunday 

Mass.  Both have been enrolled in 
Bible Study under Deacon Ken Clem-

ens for two years.  Kathy and Leon 

are a family of two, enjoying retire-

ment with the Lord first and foremost 
in all they do.  We invite you to read 

and become inspired by the religious 

philosophy by which Kathy and Leon 

live each moment. 

     Let’s begin by asking, “As a 

married couple, do you have a basic 

religious philosophy for life?” 

     Yes. We live our life based on the 

Bible passage from Matthew 6:33, 

which says, “Seek first the kingdom 

of God and his righteousness, and all 

else will be given you besides.”   

     How has this Bible passage af-

fected your lives? 

     “Seek first His kingdom” affects 
our lives daily. We begin living this 

passage by attending 6 am Mass daily 

and 8 am Saturday Mass.  After Mass, 
I (Leon) lead the group Rosary, and 

we stay for the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 

which Kathy sometimes leads.  We 
believe if we first attend daily Mass 

and pray the Rosary and Chaplet af-

terwards, the Lord will take control of 

our day and our lives.  We also be-

lieve that seeking first His kingdom 
gives us the grace to accept whatever 

is His will for the day.  

     Opportunities come our way 

throughout the day allowing for fur-

ther devotion. We pray:  the Guardian 

Angel Prayer for safety before we 
drive, fly, etc.; the Prayer During 

Vacation Time before we leave on 

vacation, and again each morning 
while on vacation; the Before and Af-

ter Meal Prayers; and the Prayer to 

the Holy Spirit before making impor-

tant decisions. 

          I understand you both have 

considerable reverence to various 

saints.  Which saints are your fa-

vorites, and what do you ask them 

to intercede for? 

     We have extreme reverence to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, who intercedes 

for the care and protection of our 

loved ones, those who have asked us 

to pray for them, and ourselves! 

     Daily, we ask:  St. Anthony of Pa-
dua to intercede for finding solutions 

to our problems; St. Joseph to inter-

cede for everything related to our re-
tirement and finances; St. Padre Pio to 

intercede for our health issues. I 

(Leon) believe he interceded to heal 
my bad back several years ago; St. 

Jude, St. Rita, and St. Philomena to 

intercede for our impossible situa-

tions; St. Peregrine to intercede for 

our loved ones with cancer; St. Lucy 
to intercede for healthy eyes; St. 

Alphonsus to intercede for arthritic 

pains; and, St. Gertrude the Great to 

daily  “release 1,000 souls from Pur-

gatory.” 

     Kathy, how did you get to this 

point in your religious life? 

     My husband taught me the mean-
ing of how to “seek first” by making 

time for morning prayers and attend-

ing daily Mass.  I have been inspired 
by those around me to have a deep 

faith.  I have found it strengthens me 

to pray with someone, yet I need time 

for personal prayer, too. 

     I have found spiritual renewal by 
visiting shrines, namely Our Lady of 

the Snows in Belleville, IL; The 

Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament 

in Hanceville, AL; and The National 
Shrine of the Divine Mercy in Stock-

bridge, MA. 

    I have learned much about Catholi-

cism from watching EWTN, listening 

to Catholic Radio, attending Bible 
Study, and reading Catholic materials, 

all of which inspired, strengthened, 

and renewed me spiritually. 

     And Leon, how did you get to 

this point in your religious life? 

     This was the first time I remember 

applying the “seek first His kingdom” 

passage.  My oldest brother believed 
daily Mass definitely helped him earn 

a college degree.  So, during my col-

lege years, I attended and served daily 
Mass.  I know this helped to earn my 

degree.  Since college, I have contin-

ued attending daily Mass.  

    The second time this passage 

worked left even more of an impres-
sion on me.  During my sophomore 

year at Kansas State University, I 

wanted a record player.   

See  EVANGELIZATION, Page 9 
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their families of the Holy Infant 

Parish School of Religion.  Holy 

Infant is the only parish that has 

had this program for the last three 

years.  It involves activities outside 

of the classroom engaging the stu-

dents and their families with 

hands-on activities involving as-

pects of the Catholic faith.  The 

most recent activity was a re-

enacting of Jesus’ walk from Palm 

Sunday to His crucifixion called, 

“Walking with Jesus from Palm 

Sunday through Good Friday.”  In 

the Spring, Deacon Ken hopes to 

reprise last year’s successful PSR 

food drive with food delivery, 

Mass and luncheon with the parish-

ioners at our sister parish, St. 

Wenceslaus.  Students, parents, 

teachers and our parish priests are 

involved in the many exciting 

learning opportunities presented in 

the On Target program. 

     There are several little known 

facts about Deacon Ken people 

may want to know:  Ken has NOT 

discovered the Fountain of Youth - 

he credits his few wrinkles to fam-

ily genes.  Also, few people know 

that he is a Champion Domino 

player!  His Domino partners may 

dispute this claim.  Challenge him 

and find out for yourself! 

     Holy Infant is truly blessed to 

have had such a dedicated, knowl-

edgeable and enthusiastic person as 

Deacon Ken Clemens here for 

twenty-five years. The recent 

lovely anniversary reception and 

love shown 

by those 

w h o 

stopped by 

indicate our 

hopes and 

prayers that 

D e a c o n 

Ken will be 

around for 

many more 

years to 

come! 

DEACON KEN . . from Page 7 

Friends of Ken Clemens offer their congratulations on his 
25th Anniversary as Deacon at Holy Infant. 

photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 

EVANGELIZATION . . . from Page 8 

So, I prayed at St. Isadora’s Catholic Church on campus before going to buy a record player.  Spending time in prayer 
before going to the store gave the sales clerk the exact amount of time needed to mark down a record player on his shelf.  

As I approached the clerk, he said, “I was just marking this one down $20.  Do you like it?”  I bought it!  If I hadn’t 

stopped to pray, none of the record players would have been cheap enough to buy with the cash I had in my wallet!! 

Your religious philosophy will surely inspire many.  What suggestions do you have for an individual, a couple, or 

a family who might be seeking to begin building a more spiritual life? 

Begin with the Sacrament of Reconciliation; then, try to attend several weekday Masses; make time for adoration before 

the Blessed Sacrament; give generously of your time, talent, and money to the Church; persevere in prayer; pray as a 

family; try to make others smile; and ask the Lord to increase your faith. 

Finally, thank the Lord daily for His many blessings that will soon be flowing your way! 

Below: 

The Words and Works Ministry welcomes our newest 
member, Lauren Julia Brinker, born on January 17, 
2010.  We congratulate parents, Scott and Jennifer. 

 - photo submitted by Don Dinkelkamp 

Above:   
Parishioner Mary Cook won the Super Raffle at our 
St. Pat’s Celebration.  Mary is receiving her check 

from chair Linda Hoffey.   
- photo submitted by Father Mark Ebert   
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ROAD TO LIFE . . . from Page 1  

Following this the microphone was 

given to men and women who told 

how abortion had affected their lives, 
and how they had found the courage 

to be "SILENT NO MORE."  They 

hoped that confessing their own post

-abortion experiences would help 

others make the right decision. 

     Carol’s story was about the spe-

cial bonding that takes place on the 

bus and with the people you walk with.  
This was her seventh trip and she felt 

so blessed to be with the same people 

from her first one.  She said it was not 
only a spiritual pilgrimage, but a bond-

ing of people who become a family.   

     Our travelers arrived home, tired 

but happy they had gone on this his-
toric trip.  They also hope their story 

will inspire others to take part in the 

pro-life effort.  Their goal is to have a 

Holy Infant busload next year. 

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE PARISH     PHOTOS  1 — 4  BY DON DINKELKAMP 

1. Carol Komor is getting ready to 

enjoy a delicious fish dinner. 

2. Fr. Classen enjoys a soda after 

the Mission presentation at Holy 

Infant (March 8, 2010.) 

3. Melissa Yates gives recognition 

to Don and Marie Modde longest 

married 62 years  - and Steve and 

Rebecca Cowart most recent mar-

ried at 9 months at the Special Val-

entines Dinner February 13, 2010 

following Mass of Re-affirmation of 

Wedding Vows. 

4.  Holy Infant Irish Dancers at the 

March 14, 2010, St. Patrick’s Day 

celebration.  

5. Holy Infant Rite Of Election/

Continuing Call Of Conversion At 

the Cathedral (February 20, 2010.) 

From the left:  Amber Karpel, 

Lance Rahden, Kathy Scheff, An-

drea Wade, Jason Anuszkiewicz, 
Sharon Heffernan, Lauren Hobart, 

Tony Washington, Ariel Washing-

ton, Roger Brock. 

1 2 

 

Children’s Corner 

Puzzle Answers: 

 

Across: 2. Peter,  

4. burial 

Down:  1. Mary,   

3.  Tomb 

 

K of C Golf Outing is set for Saturday,  

May 15 
All golfers, men and women, are invited to a 1:30 p.m. Shotgun Start 

(Scramble) at Emerald Greens Golf Course, 12385 Larimore Road, St. Louis, 

MO 63138.   

Lunch and Registration is at noon.  Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. The entry fee 

is $100 per golfer.  This  includes golf, cart, lunch, refreshments while on the 
golf course, and dinner. To register, email scottyanker@lpl.com and request 

an entry form. You may pay now or at the golf course but get your foursomes 

together now. You or your business may sponsor a hole for $100.00. Call 

Scott, 636 256-8721.  

4 3 

5 

- submitted photo 

mailto:scottyanker@lpl.com




Regular Mass 

Schedule 

Sunday Obligation 

Saturday: 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday: 7 a.m., 8:30 a.m., 

10:15 a.m. and noon 

 

Weekday Masses 

Monday-Friday: 6 a.m. and 

8 a.m.; Saturday 8 a.m. 

 

Holy Day Masses 

Please check the bulletin or 

call the rectory to check 

times for Holy Day Masses. 

 
Perpetual Eucharistic 

Adoration 

24 hours, 7 days a week. 

Enter the chapel through the 

main lobby. 

Holy Infant Parish 

627 Dennison Drive 

Ballwin, MO 63021-4898 
 

Holy Infant Church 
627 Dennison Drive, Ballwin MO 63021-4898 

Rectory: (636) 227-7440 FAX (636) 227-4548 

Website: www.holyinfantballwin.org 

Pastoral Staff 

Msgr. Thomas J. Dempsey . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor 

Father Mark S. Ebert . . . . .  Senior Associate Pastor 

Father Timothy L. Bannes . . . . . . . Associate Pastor 

   Deacon Kenneth Clemens . . . .   Permanent Deacon 

Rectory Office Hours 

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Closed for lunch from noon -1 p.m. 

Ministry to the Homebound 

      Please call the rectory if you are ill at home or in the hospital or 

nursing facility and would like Communion brought to you. Volun-

teers also are available to help in other ways. 
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